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Do Your Gift Shopping Early! 


GOOD BOOKS 
For Winter Reading 


Rumor Ju Che Forest $2.00 


Madeleine Couppey 


Adventures came quickly, ferociously, in the forest. And 
then Muc, the Rabbit, started a rumor, one of love and 
service. The effect of the rumor was parallel to the effect! 
of Christ’s message to man—and this is beautifully implied. 
A haunting fable—allegorical—but with a simple, poignant! 
beauty in its own right. 


“Tt is remarkable to get such pure prose from a young: 
(28) woman who never got beyond primary school 
Skeptical readers who doubt that a moving tale of love, 
renunciation and death can be brought off in an animal! 
story had better turn to Rumor in the Forest.”—TIME 


Co Chee We Sing $2.00! 


Candela ueczel 


Young Chris liked his: 
curiosity satisfied early in: 
the day. His fourth waf-- 
fle finished, he eyed his: 
father across the break-- 
fast table and then popped | 
the question. “Dad, why, 
do we sing hymns, any-- 
way?” 

To Thee We Sing is the: 
answer Chris received. 
from his father. The ad-- 
ventures of the Stevens: 
family of five and their: 
friends, provide a color-- 
ful background for the: 
narrative. Intimate stories emerge about hymn writers of! 
old and the moderns such as John Masefield, or Jani 
Struther of Mrs. Miniver fame. Entertaining anc] 
informative. 


Che Calking Wire 


O. J. Stevenson 


$2.50) 


The challenging story of the life of Alexander Graham Beil! 
—the man who gave us the telephone, the man who started‘ 
the Volta Bureau for the hard of hearing, the man who» 
took the road to great achievement. A biography every 
voung American will want to read. ‘ F 


Please Order Through the Branch Store Nearest You 


United Lutheran 
Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Pittsburgh 22 
Baltimore 1 


Chicago 11 Columbia 3, S. C. 


Los Angeles 5 


dl Symbol of Sede y 


Ou cover photo (Yale Bowl, New 


Haven, Connecticut) reminds us of the sport 
which is now packing in sports-lovers in 
the stadiums all across the country. Foot- 
ball is now in the spotlight. Like baseball, 
it too 1s a seasonal game. Its season, roughly 
speaking, is from mid-September through 
Thanksgiving Day. Post-season games 
played in widely publicized bowls are spot- 
lighted at the turn of the year when the vic- 
tors from one section of the country play 
some equally successful team from another 
section. 


Post-season games are usually the work 
of professional promoters who seek to lure 
visitors from afar to their city for a part of 
the holiday season. Thousands yield to the 
appeal of these treks and go to witness the 
spectacular display of football prowess aided 
and abetted by all the devices of modern ad- 
vertising with its ballyhoo and brass bands. 
Those not privileged to go in person to 
these distant places may sit beside their 
radios on New Year’s Day and hear first one 
game and then another broadcast from all 
the corners of our country. Many a one who 
takes his place on the sideline beside his 
radio sees more through the eyes of some 
ace sports commentator, whose rapid and 
picturesque speech portrays the ever chang- 
ing panorama than if he himself were pres- 


ent in the stand. Who has not felt the lure 


of such an experience? 


It used to be thought that football was 
too expensive a sport to be played by small 
schools and colleges. From time to time one 
observes first this, then the other small col- 
lege discontinuing the playing of football. 
The reason usually is the high cost of pro- 
ducing a winning team. However, the popu- 
larity of the game has now brought it with- 
in reach of the neighborhood gang. Any 
suitably sized open field may be the scene 
of a gridiron contest in cities large and 
small. There teen-agers often get their first 
real experience in playing the game which 
may later lure them on to college. Like 
baseball, football is also making its way in 
the professional field today, having out- 
grown the amateur stage. 


The game has become a symbol of today, 
of the life that we live. The players and the 
onlookers both have to learn good sports- 
manship. The team that loses and their sup- 
porters have to learn how to take it. The 
team which wins today’s game has to be 
wary of over-confidence, lest tomorrow’s 
victory may needlessly slip from their grasp. 
Life itself is a contest between opposing 
forces and how to meet them is the great 
lesson which all must learn. 
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HERE where Main Street wid- 

ens at the city limits, you can 

see the Hill. It juts upward on 

the one side of Main, so that its 
houses can be seen by ingoing and out- 
going traffic. A dirt lane winds hap- 
hazardly among the houses, and about 
this time of year the lane is nothing 
but a mud hole. 

The houses there are jammed one 
against the other, and some of the 
windows are covered with rags be- 
cause the panes are shattered or com- 
pletely out. Behind the houses are the 


wash lines, and the tumble-down 
sheds, and behind them the railroad 
tracks. 

If you've ever been to Jefferson, 


you've heard about the Hill. For that’s 
where the Hill Italians live. 

About two blocks North on Main 
Street is the Jefferson High School, a 
great brick building with one new 
wing done in stone. Behind the school 
is the baseball field with a section of 
unpainted bleachers, a deep outfield, 
and a dirty puddle where the batters’ 
box should be. 

Frank Banzini walked out of Lucas’s 
Grocery Store and past the baseball 
held where two small boys were play- 
ing catch. 

One of them shouted to him, “Win 
today, Frank?” 


“Hope so,” he called back. 


It was the other youngster’s turn. 
That was Stevie Lanzetti who stut- 
tered. Now, with the weight of what 
he had to say pressing on his mind, 
he could hardly speak at all. 

“Do—d—d—dod—dodger sc—scout 
—g—g—goin’ to be h—h—here!” he 
exclaimed. 

“Yeah. Yeah, I know,” Frank an- 
swered hurrying on. Everyone knew. 
Mr. Lucas heard it from somebody, 
and now everybody knew. 


, 


A Dodger scout was coming to see 
the game between Newton High and 
Jefferson. It was rumored that he was 
coming to scout the Newton first base- 
man, but the Hill Italians maintained 
that it was Frank himself the Dodg- 
ers were after. Hadn’t Frank pitched 
a mediocre ball club to the State 
Finals? And if he won today—this last 
game—then maybe he would get a 
contract. Didn’t the scouts know that 
Italians could play ball as good as 
anybody? Sure, the scouts knew all 
about those things. 

Frank reached the Hill and started 
up the lane. His house was the third 
on the left, a shack not unlike the 
others. Vera Cachelli was on the porch 
next door. She was a high school girl 
close to Frank’s age, a pretty dark- 
skinned girl dressed in a cotton dress 
that was ripping at the waist. Her 


Two 


black hair was tumbling in her face, 
and she was trying to push it back 
with one hand while holding a basket 
of wet clothes between her other hand 
and her upraised knee. 

“Whatcha’ doin’ there?” 
Frank. 

Vera succeeded in pinning her hair 
back, and once more took the clothes 
basket in both hands. 


laughed 


“Gotta hang out the wash,” she 
laughed back, and her teeth were 
white and perfect against her un- 


painted lips. “Gee, Frank, but I hope 
it don’t rain today.” 

“Wouldn’t surprise me if it did, we 
been havin so much of it lately. Awful 
hot and sticky, ain’t it?” 

Vera nodded. “You're gonna’ have 
soup for lunch. I was over there a 
minute ago.” 


“Yeah. I been down to Lucas’s get- 
tin’ some crackers.” 
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Che Hill Gan 


“Don't 


game. It'll make you have the belly 
aches 


you eat heavy before the: 


“You're some doctor, Vera,” he told! 
her and walked on into the house. 

Frank’s three younger brothers were 
tinkering with an old clock, and parts: 
were lying askew on the floor. 


“How’s your arm feel?” Joe asked. 
He had been asking his brother this: 
same question all week long. 


“OQ. K. I feel fine’, was the replies 
“Joseph says you’re the best base-- 
ball pitcher in the world, Francis,” 


squeaked Gran from her rocker in the: 
corner. 


“He'll find out this afternoon, Gran.” 


“Is this afternoon your game? Oh) 
—yes, Francis. I'd forgotten.” Her: 
voice trailed into nothingness and she: 
began once more to stare out the win-- 
dow. 
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They said she was crazy, because 
all she did was rock back and forth 
all day long. They said she should be 
a preacher the way she knew the Bible 
from one cover to the other. They said 
those things about her, and the Ban- 
zini’s themselves were not so sure 
they disagreed. But, after all, she was 
old and she was Gran, and she be- 
longed to them. 


“Francis, 
you,” 


if you like I’ll pray for 
Gran piped suddenly. 


Joe giggled out loud and the other 
two on the floor clapped their hands 
over their mouths and cast knowing 
glances at Frank. 

“Pray for me? What for?” 


“To win your game so the baseball 
man can give you a contract.” 


“Who told you about the ‘baseball 
inmelsal i 

“I heard your father talking. I’ve 
heard ’em all talk about it. It’s what 
you want, ain’t it?” 

eames Gran) its whats lL want all 
right. But don’t vou worry none about 
it. God ain’t got the time to watch a 
little old high school game. If He was 
gonna’ sit around up there and watch 
a ball game, He’d pick a big one. Don’t 
worry none, Gran. I'll let you know 
when I want any prayin’ done.” 

“Come eat your lunch,” Frank's 
Mother called from the kitchen. “And 
Frank, don’t you go teasin’ Gran.” 


Forgot 


‘“Ain’t teasin’ her, Ma. She wants 
to pray for me this afternoon.” 


“Well, maybe it wouldn’t hurt none.” 


“If He’d been so darned interested 
in us, He would have had us off the 
Hill a long time ago, all the prayin’ 
she’s done about it. He ain’t got time 
for the little things.” 


Frank had walked into the kitchen, 


but Gran called after him, “God is 
int’rested in everything you do, 
Francis.” 


“Well, Gran, supposin’ I did ask you 
to pray for me. Just what would you 
ale ebiang : 

“Whatever you said. But I couldn’t 
do it all. You'd have to ask, too,” her 
voice had become louder and her hands 
quivered on the arms of the chair. 


Joe laughed again and Frank grab- 
bed him by the arm, shoving him to- 
ward the kitchen. 
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Omke, Gran, Yow pray for me, Ill 
tell you what to say. I'll give you the 
words! You pray for no errors in the 
infield, and you pray I ain’t wild in the 
first couple innings! And Gran, you tell 
God this game might not look like 
much to Him, but it’s the most im- 
portant thing in the world to me. Tell 
it to Him straight! Tell Him I’m a 
Hill Italian and the Newton pitcher’s 
got an American name! And then if 
God gives me a break, I’ll believe 
what you're tellin’ me!” 


“Frank, don’t shout at Gran!” It 
was Frank’s father this time, and he 
stalked into the room, grabbing his 


son by the arm. 


I'm sorry,” the boy 
admitted. He ran his palm over his 
thick crop of curly black hair. “It’s 
just that I get knots inside every time 
I think.” 


“Wat Soe, IEA, 


“You come eat and settle down.” 
Gran had been mumbling as they 
talked. Now her whole body shook 


and her eyes became bird-like in their 
sharpness. “God'll help you once you 
ask. He'll help, all right. Aint nobody 
believes it anymore. Ask and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find: 
knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you!” ; 


Her face became alarmed with the 
triumph of the passage her trembling 
fingers found in the tattered pages. 


By Jeanne Perinne 


“The Hill God Forgot” is the winning 
short story submitted in the Porch Short 
Story Contest of Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio, for the year 1946- 
1947. This is an annual contest in which 
all the studenis of the college and of 
Hamma Divinity School may participate. 
The first prize of $100 was given by the 
famous novelist and Wittenberg alumnus 
Lloyd C. Douglass. 


Miss Jeanne Perinne, the writer of 
this story and the winner of the contest, 
is now a Senior at Wittenberg who is 
majoring in Education. The story was 
written during her Junior year, and is 
her first submitted for publication. She 
reports that writing has been a hobby 
of hers’ since her days at Springfield 
High School. 


During her Sophomore year_at the 
college she took a course in Creative 
Writing under Professor Georgia 
MacPherson, in which, writes the pro- 
fessor, ‘she did excellent work.” 


The Luther League Review is happy 
to print Miss Perinne’s story and is 
indebted to Professor Dr. Gilbert P. 
Voigt and Professor MacPherson for 
their cheerful co- -operation in the secur- 
ing of the manuscript. 


“Ask and it shall be given you—skip 
it Gran, skip it,” Frank muttered, and 
retreated to the kitchen. 


The afternoon had turned hot, sticky 
hot, with the air closing in all around 
and the sun scorching down through 
the dampness. Already a crowd had 
gathered at the field and it wasn’t 
even two o'clock. The crowd mur- 
mured among themselves and wiped 
their foreheads with their handker- 
chiefs and shaded their eyes with their 
hands. The small boys ran restlessly 
from one spot to another, first boast- 
ing loudly about the Jefferson team, 
then taunting the visiting players. 
Some of the smaller children cried be- 
cause it was so hot, or because they 
weren't allowed to take their shoes off, 
or because there was no water to drink. 

Frank, warming up with Bill Adams, 
felt the sweat trickling down his back. 
His head was damp where his cap 
tightened across his forehead. 

“Sure is hot!” Bill called. 


Frank glanced uneasily at the New- 
ton pitcher across the field. He was a 
tall boy, the sort of person who makes 
athletic skill something akin to beauty. 
There was a certain grace to his move- 


a 
ments that gave every wind-up, every 
pitch, an appearance of lazy easiness. 


Frank felt a little clumsy in watching 
him. But height didn’t make a ball 
curve at the -plate, and gracefulness 
never made a batter break his back 
on a change of pace. 

Coach Wilson was striding toward 
Frank squinting against the sun and 
pulling a handkerchief from his hip 
pocket. 

“How do you feel, Frank?” 

“Not so good,” he answered, dig- 
ging one toe into the soft earth. 

“Want to take it easy for awhile?” 


“Veah. Yeah, I’d like that.” Frank 
tossed his glove on the ground and 
walked over to the bench. Bill followed 


he asked. 


him. 
“He don't look like much,” Bill 
muttered, nodding in the direction of 


the Newton pitcher. 

“Got a sweet drop. Watch it—he’ll 
throw one in a minute. See that? Don’t 
tell me he ain’t good!” © 

“You got a curve to beat his all over. 


And your sinker! I wouldn’t worry 
none, Frank.” 

“My curve ain’t breakin’. You were 
catchin’ ’em. You saw they ain't 
breakin’!” 


Voulidor Onnken 


“You'll loosen up. 
“T hope to God.” 
Frark glanced into the bleachers. 
There was Vera, busily combing her 
hair and talking to her older sister 
who was sitting directly behind her. 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 


And there were his folks, two rows 
back. He nodded to his mother as she 
waved to him. 

But it wasn’t Vera or his folks, or 
any of the Jefferson fans he was 
searching for. He nudged Bill. 


“Where’s the Dodger scout?” he 
questioned, attempting to keep the 
anxiety from his voice. 

“Hirst row, way on the left. See 


him? The one in the brown suit.” 
“T could of picked him out without 


askin’,’ Frank thought. “Nobody 
around here wears a suit to a ball 
game.” 


Frank watched the man lean for- 
ward in his seat, obviously watching 
the Newton first baseman as he whip- 
ped through the preliminary drills. The 
papers said that player was fast; they 
said he was light on his feet. They 
were right, but Frank Banzini had 
pitched against a dozen like him and 
they couldn’t touch his pitching. 

Del Brandt knelt in front of the 
bench to tie his shoe string. He called 
to Frank, “How’s it goin’, boy?” 

“Not so hot. You play deep. These 
guys might hit the stuff outa’ me.” 

Bill spoke to the pitcher then, while 
offering him a stick of gum in a soiled 
wrapper. “Frank, I wish I knew the 


secret of beatin’ these guys. I just 
wisht’ ta hell I did!” he exclaimed. 
“My Gran says to pray,’ Frank 


grinned back. 


“Yeah, we'll all take time out be- 
tween innings,” guffawed the bulky 
catcher. “You let your Gran do the 


yoy 


prayin’ and you do the pitchin’. 


Then there was the coach’s signal, 
the short-lived explosion of applause, 
and Frank arose to start for the pitch- 
ers mound. Coach Wilson trotted 
heavily toward him and flung one arm 
across the boy’s shoulders. 


“Just take it easy,” he warned. 
“Don’t go wild on me, Frank boy. 
And watch this Sullivan like I told 
OU 

Frank nodded. Sullivan was their 
first baseman. He was the power hit- 
ter, the one to watch, the sucker for 
an inside curve. 


The young Italian reached the mound. 
Deliberately he adjusted his cap and 
then beat his fist against his glove. He 


breathed deeply, trying to relax his 
body. That was what he had been 
taught. Relax, take your time, and 


then pitch your heart out. 


As he tossed a few easy ones to 
Bill, he thought, “Maybe if I get a 
break today, I'll ask Vera to marry me 
in a year or two. | wonder what she’d 
say. I wonder if I’d have the nerve— 
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Vera, how would you like to be the 
wife of a rich man? No, that makes it 
sound like a joke—vVera, I guess I’m 
in love with you, and now that I’ve 
signed a contract, I kinda’ figured— 
Oh, nuts, I guess I won’t ask her 
after all. I could buy her things, 
though. A new dress, maybe, or a 
necklace with a gold baseball on it. 
I think maybe she’d like that. Here 
it comes—batter up. Here’s my chance. 
Oh, God, but my arm feels stiff!” 


As the stocky Italian swung back 
on one leg for the wind-up, the packed 
bleachers swelled into a mounting roar 
of approval. They saw their pitcher on 
the mound, their own Frank Banzini 
who might pitch the Jefferson team to 
a State Championship. His win would 
be their win, his fame their very own. 


But in reality it was a dreamer on 
the mound, a dreamer of a different 
baseball uniform, a stronger opponent, 
another stadium. Behind his visions 
there was a hill where his people lived. 
They lived and ran the machines in the 
mill for a multitude of crying babies 
who depended on their meagre pay 
checks for their food. And the babies 
grew up in the sprawling shacks with 
the dirt of the mill all around them and 
the machines of the mill roaring a 
beckoning song to them. So their lives 
were shaped for them, and they. like 
their fathers with their Italian names, 
lived and died and were forgotten. 


To Frank Banzini there was no God 
there on the Hill. There was no God 
who had time for the little people or 
the little things that made them big. 
But if he could, with his one talent, 
be the one man to rise above them, 
he would shout their names and the 
world would listen. 


A high school game on a muddy 
field was the biggest thing that had 
ever happened to Frank. A _ victory 


Some time ‘ago the editor of The 
Luther League Review proposed that 
the columns of this magazine be made 
available to promising young writers in 
the colleges of our Church. His pro- 
posal was approved by the Education 
Committee. 


Accordingly, it was decided to make 
contact with the heads of the different 
English Departments in the various 
colleges of the United Lutheran Church 
in America and invite them to submit 
the two best manuscripts of short stories 
submitted to them during the current 
academic year for publication in The 
Luther League Review during the next 
12 months, 


Few replies of any kind were re- 
ceived, only one of which was favor- 
able to the idea. It would then appear 
that there is little or nothing being 
done in this respect to cultivate such 
talents among our young people. Can it 
be that there is no interest among our 
young people in this form of creative 
writing ? g 

A similar offer was made concerning 
the use of a suitable illustration pro- 


duced by a student in the same college. 


could mean a million chances; a loss i 
could mean the life his father led. His ; 
very way of life seemed to hang in) 
the balance. So he relaxed; he took: 
his time. And then he pitched his) 
heart out. 

He felt from the start that it would| 
be his game. 

It’s easy, once a guy gets started.. 
‘Cause once you get past the first man, , 
then you can start seeing State pen-- 
nants in those pitches, and a coach’s | 
approval, and the sweetness of a 
sweeping headline that spells your’ 
name. Yeah, it’s easy after you get 
past that first man. 

Let’s hurry, Bill. Let’s put this one: 
out now. See? Watch ’em break their: 
backs on that sinker! Now the curve’s | 
breakin’. Now I’m loosening up just: 
like you said I would. Oh Lord, I 
guess I’m faster than I ever was! Re-- 
lax, now. Save that arm. Eight more: 
innings to go—Can’t throw too hard. 
Gotta’ save my arm, but geez, I feel 
good. If I’d just get a couple ’a runs | 
behind me—seven more to go. 

Oh, oh. Well, you got a single, Sul-- 
livan, but your hitters ain’t gonna’ bat 
you in. I guess I can expect you to) 
get a hit, good as they say you are. 
Another one out, and you still on’ first. , 
How about that, Sullivan? I'll get you | 
the next time. See? Inning’s over and. 
you stranded on first. Six more to go. 
Oh God, I guess I could pitch all day. 


He pitched and they marvelled at his | 
form. Every movement perfected from 
the wind-up to the pitch to the swift 
planting of his feet on the ground after 
the ball left his hand. 


The pleasure-starved mill workers | 
cheered for him unceasingly. He was. 
Frank Banzini, one of them. They 
screamed his name; his heart reached 
out for them and the sun and the good, 
clean feeling of facing the shrewd op- 
ponent. Skill against skill; wit against 
wit. This was living to Frank and a 
victory today might mean the end of 
dreams and the beginning of reality. 

Here we go into the fifth. Tired? 
Well, a little. I wonder if that scout’s 
watching me—what he’s thinking. He 
can’t think nothin’ bad. I never had 
such control! But he’s seen a hundred 
like me. He can spot a real ball player 
a mile off. An’ he don’t care how much 
I want a break—he ain’t int’rested in 
what I want, just in what I can do. 
Damn, but I wish I had a couple runs 
behind me. But they ain’t hittin’ me 
atall. An’ won't the guys be happy 
with a State Championship if we get 
it. It’s my last chance to help get the 
State pennant. Wouldn't that be some- 
thin’! Strike three! He didn’t even see 
that fast ball—an’ that’s that. Four 
more innings to go and we'll call it a 
day. 

To be Concluded in the Next Issue 
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Our hostess in the SWAP SHOP this month is Miss M. 
Helen Smith, a member of The Luther League of America’s 
important Education Committee. 


ELLO there! Imagine my surprise to be here in the 

Swap Shop this month. It gives one something of 

an Alice-in-Wonderland feeling—being magically 

transported to the other side of the looking-glass. 
We're going to be very partial this month, devoting most of 
our time to those of you who find it difficult to prepare the 
regular worship programs for League meetings. “Where 
do we find materials?” “How can we vary the meetiings?” 
These are some of the questions we'll discuss, with a few 
broad hints thrown in for good measure. 


Let us first consider that as leaders responsible for the 
devotional program, we are dedicated to direct the thoughts 
and desires of others toward fellowship with God. As one 
pastor expressed it, “Worship is giving God what He most 
desires from us; it is our ‘yes’ to God.’ Furthermore, any 
action that involves God is never one-way; it is an unbroken 
two-way circuit. Hence, an experience of true worship 
should so benefit us that we are enabled to work with 
God as well as for Him. Therefore, our two-fold respon- 
sibilities (to God and to the League) require that our 
duties be fulfilled with sincerity and integrity. 


Plans 


This may seem rather elementary, but just check your 
League: Do you have a committee of two or three to work 
with an advisor to plan each worship service, or is it left 
up to the discussion leader to do as he pleases? This 
method alone may mean the difference between a smooth 
or haphazard service. 

To achieve the desired effect in a worship service, the 
leader should know its specific purpose in relation to the 
whole meeting. Will the entire meeting be composed of the 
worship service, or is the worship service to complement 
the discussion and social portions, or will the worship 
complete the period of instruction and discussion? The 
type and length of devotions will depend upon this answer. 

Once the meeting itself has been given consideration, 
attention should be turned to the particular League and 
Leaguers. How will they respond to the service? Will they 
learn new hymns readily? Do they favor the more formal 
or informal devotions? What are their needs spiritually and 
educationally? What resources are available—personalities, 
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leadership, materials, equipment? With the above points 
in mind, a written outline of the service should be prepared 


Preparations 

Logically, the plans should guide the second step— 
Preparations. First is the selection of source materials. 
Whatever you do, strive for quality, not quantity! The pur- 
pose of the service having been determined, this theme 
should be carried out and brought into sharp relief from 
the Call to Worship through the last hymn. Naturally, 
the Bible, Common Service Book and Parish School Hymnal 
will be your mainstays—the possible uses of their contents 
are unending. In addition, take advantage of the helps 
offered in the Review, and the Quarterlies and the other 
church magazines; the books written especially for worship 
purposes—devotionals or references such as those written by 
Cynthia Pearl Maus and Alice Bays—with material already 
organized are indispensable; scan pamphlets and tracts for 
inspirational thoughts; and don’t neglect the standard clas- 
sics in poetry, drama, stories, nor contemporary works of 
art. Avoid-monotony by alternating material. 

In certain seasons, special emphasis may be given: 
during Lent read portions from the History of the Passion 
(in the CSB); through the longer Trinity Season, intro- 
duce and develop interest in something new like choral 
speaking for responsive readings; build the worship service 
during Advent around an Advent wreath of candles, one for 
each Sunday. Don’t rely entirely upon prepared material: 
encourage the Leaguers to compose their own meditations 
and prayers. Above all, never be satisfied with anything 
less than your best efforts; rise above the status quo; you'll 
never know how a new approach will work till you've 
tried it! Be careful, though, not to resort to the sensational. 
It doesn’t pay—in the long or short run. 

As you fit the program together, be conscious of your 
allotted time and the purpose of the service. Select the best 
leaders for each particular service and instruct them as to 
their definite responsibilities. You've heard this before, 
but have you done anything about it yet?—Rehearse the 
service at least a week ahead of the time! 


Presentation 

The final stage is the actual devotional service. Re- 
member to conduct the service with reverence so that it 
inspires all who are participating. Put your heart and soul 
into it with sincerity; you are pointing others to God. Your 
aim should be to express rather than impress; your prayer 
should be “May Jesus Christ be praised.” Here are a few 
additional suggestions to add variety to the meetings. 

Hymn responses—as used with the Lord’s Prayer at the 
Pittsburgh Convention; may also be combined with Scrip- 
ture readings. 

Choral speaking—the group is divided according to 
yvoices—heavy, medium, light; responses are read in unison 
by each group. 

For atmosphere—move from one room to another for 
special program such as “Christmas in Many Lands”. 

Parents’ meeting—invite your parents either to observe 
or to participate with you. You may consider family rela- 
tions, their youth organizations, what the Church means to 
them. 

Personal meditations—similar to a “morning watch” at 
camp; each one follows a prepared meditation individually. 

Special study project—study life, work, worship of a 
particular group (for instance, early Christians) then have a 
service just as they would have it. 

Festivals—prepare your heart and soul for Church Fes- 
tivals through a prior period of reading, projects or personal 
devotions; the devotional on that Festival should culminate 
these experiences. 
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Bible Cross- Word Puzzle 


By LOUISE PETTIGREW JOHNSON 


Bible crossword puzzle presents the man whom 
greatest of the Old Testament prophets—Jere- 
are to the book which bears his name. 


This monti our 
many regard as the 
miah, All references 

To solve this puzzle, you proceed in the usual way, following the 
word clues as given. When you have done your best, consult the key 
given on another page of this issue and check your results. 


ACROSS DOWN 
2 “and ... wall turn away your cap- 1 “these nations shall serve the king 
tivity” 29:14 OL Babylonmeemyearsmeco out 


Buectined 2 Grandson of Benjamin I Chron, 7:7 
eed 3 Poém 
9 Sinned d 

4°T will judgment upon the 


12 “Why then is this people... Jeru- 


; 55 graven images of bylon” 51:47 
salem slidden back” 8:5 BEND EERSTE CLL ON Do) 


5 “And go not 
serve them” 25:6 


er : ; . other gods to 
13 “break in pieces the husbandman Si 
andahisnyOkelotee. 2. OleZ5 


14 “and obey the... 
God” 26:13 


15 Carries 
17 Man’s Nickname 


6 “for they know . . . the way of the 


ordi 5-4 
7“... ye judgment and righteous- 
ness” 22:3 


of the Lord your 


aaa ieee 8 “The whole land shall be...” 4:27 
ey shall hght against ...: but 9 Pee ene ¢ é 
they shall not prevail” 1:19 a pea ee peal laugh cece 
> ine PP ; 
20 Dove's call 11 Light brown 


22 “the... is ended, and we are not 16 
saved” 8:20 

yes NN Esa 
Geli 

25 Also 

28 Small child 

29 “And: 
30:22 

30 “Behold, . . . people cometh from 
the north country” 6:22 


31 “Then came the word of the Lord 
unto the . . . Jeremiah” 37:6 


33 Inclination 

35 Each (abbr.) 

37 Player 

40 “Then took they Jeremiah, and 
. .. him into the dungeon” 38:6 


43 “So they drew up Jeremiah with 
1s), 3883 


Old English (abbr.) 


. of the fury of the Lord’ 


shall be my people” 


44 “therefore this evil is happened 
ee yOu 44223 

46 “For the customs of the people 
. vain” 10:3 

487" thes Lordsis thes. 4, God’. 10-10 


49 Possessive (abbr.) 
50 ane Ethiopian change his...” 


51 Drunkard 
52 Extremely warm 


53 “give a shout, as they that . . 
grapes” 25:30 

54 “in that thou hast forsaken 
Lord thy God” 2:17 


55 “T have this day set thee over the 
eee Lisl O 


. the 


speak.”—Jeremiah 1:7. 


Traffic manager (abbr.) 

“find me, when ye shall search for 
me with all your...” 29:1 

“Put now these... cast clouts and 
rotten rags under thine armholes 
38:12 

Bi ye he, (CO) Morera 35 

“though they shall cry unto... , 
I will not hearken” 11:11 

Same as 16 down 

“ayeual queyolle Imi) o 4 = 
geon” 38:13 


“Jeremiah .. . 
prison” 38:28 


out of the dun- 


in the court of the 


1 Promissory note (abbr.) 


“He hath made the earth by ..- . 
power” 10:12 

Eldest son of Judah Gen. 38:6 

“Therefore now ... your ways and 
your doings” 26:13 

Deeds 

French painter 

“Q) Lord, are not thine eyes upon 
thew, swore 

Cents (abbr.) 

Army Order (abbr.) 

“he was there when Jerusalem was 

Mise 


“T will bring a nation ... you from 


fares 
Take notice 
Narrow inlets 
Standing room only (abbr.) 
Titanium (abbr.) 


Y 


is 
Yj 
Fi 
s 
EI 
ita 
sa 
Re 
Ys 


‘. 


“But the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go 
to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt 
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News Notes 


@ SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 


May 2-4 were great days for Luther 
Leaguers of California Synod’s South- 
ern District. Those were convention 
hours spent in Glendale. The sessions 
were held in First Church there. 


The banquet was served on the ten- 
nis and volleyball courts near the 
church. A South Sea Island setting 
gave color to the event. More than 200 
Leaguers enjoyed this fine affair. Near- 
ly 100 more were registered for the 
convention. 


One of the highlights was an Inter- 
mediate Rally. Real enthusiasm was 
manifest by these younger ‘Leaguers. 


Dr. Alfred J. Beil, Lawrence, Kansas, 
represented the Luther League of 
America and addressed several sessions 
of the conclave. 


® CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 


Sta eauls, Church, York. was. host 
to the Central Pennsylvania Synodical 
League Convention July 10-12. Rey. 
George F. Harkins, Harrisburg, was 
Chaplain. Other speakers were Rev. 
Gharles!) FP) Drunk, JrSertitz, Pas, Rev. 
Louis H. Valbracht, Zanesville, Ohio, 
and Rev. Walden M. Holl, Johnstown. 
Roy Henrickson, was the representa- 
tive from the Luther League of Amer- 
ica. A contest for devotional program 
was climaxed here. 

The reporter said there were “un- 
usual guests at York including “John- 
ny, thé bear; Joey, the 
Jasper, the Monkey and Kilroy.” 

Miss Margaret (Peg) McFalls, Al- 
toona, President and Miss Connie 
Cathcart, Clearfield, Executive Secre- 
reelected for the ensuing 


tary, were 
year. 
@ KANSAS 
Dean Kloepper, Lancaster, was 


elected President of the Kansas Syn- 
odical League, at its 52nd Annual Con- 


vention. The meeting was held at 
Camp Wa-Shun-Ga, Junction City, 
July 19 and 20. 

Important actions taken included 


plans to have Leagues make monthly 
payment on apportionment; nawe. @ 
Missionary program every fourth meet- 
ing; to have a Life Service retreat 
every year; to have every League as- 
sist in an extension program. 

One of the colorful sessions of this 
convention was the campfire and torch- 
light installation service for the new 
officers with which the sessions were 
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Kangaroo, » 


closed. The Rev. W. F. Most, Omaha. 


represented the Luther League of 
the Luther League of America and 
brought an inspirational message on 
this occasion. The Rev. H. Vance 


Baird, Synodical Advisor, presided at 
the installation. The theme of the con- 
vention was “Forward Youth-—For- 
ward in the Local Leagues”. 


® WESTERN CANADA 


The young people of the Manitoba 
province met in Winnipeg the day be- 
fore the Synodial Convention (June 
21, 22) and organized a new Synodical 
League. Mr. Archie Wagner, Winni- 
peg, was elected the first president of 
the new Luther League of The Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Western 
Canada. Rev. John P. Shannon, Life 
Service Secretary, represented the Lu- 
ther League of America. 


®@ INDIANA 


The 49th Convention of the Indiana 
Synod Luther League met at Lake 
Wawasee, July 13 and 14. Rev. H. C. 
Stoldorf, Lafayette, was the keynote 
speaker. The Youth Choir of Trinity, 
Fort Wayne, furnished the special mu- 
sic for the opening session. A sunrise 
service started the second day’s pro- 
gram. Miss Ruth Greve, Chicago, pre- 
sented the work of the Luther League 
of America. A League workshop pro- 
vided the practical angles of the con- 
vention. Rey. Carveth Mitchell, Mans- 
field, Ohio, was the banquet speaker. 
Clyde Smith, Cicero, was reelected 
president. 


® MISSISSIPPI 

The opening session of the annual 
convention of the Mississippi Synodical 
Luther League was held during the 
Sunday School hour at Grace Church, 
Laurel, Mississippi. Miss Katherine 
Weisheit, Laurel, President, led her 
group in an excellent manner through 
the business sessions. A new Constitu- 
tion was adopted. Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease, Executive Secretary, repre- 
sented the Luther League of Amer- 
ica and was the keynote speaker. Miss 
Eloise Rives, Louisville, was elected 
president. This was a one day conven- 
tion and held July 27. 


@® MINISTERIUM OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The 7th Annual Convention of the 
Ministerium Synodical Luther League 
was held at Pottsville, July 18-20. 
Nearly 300 were present for the ses- 


SUMMER 
CONVENTIONS 


sions. The Rey. Charles Moser 


was 
the keynote speaker who spoke on 
the convention theme, “Youth Seeks 


Life’. Rev. Raymond Fetter conducted 
a panel discussion on the Luther 
League program. Mr. Roy Henrickson, 
Ist Vice-President of the Luther 
League of America was the banquet 
speaker. Rev. Gilbert Martin was the 
speaker at the closing session. Rev. 
W. Russell Zimmerman was the Chap- 
Jain. Mr. Earl Schmehl, Reading, was 
reelected president and Mrs. Howard 
Turkheimer Jr., Philadelphia, was re- 
elected Executive Secretary. 


@ IOWA 


More than 180 Leaguers were in at- 
tendance for the annual convention of 
the Luther League of Iowa, July 27- 
Aug. 1. The theme “Christians Leagued 


Together.” Rev. Marvin Lee, Mason 
City, delivered the Communion ser- 
mon. Rev. Emerson Miller, Daven- 


port, spoke at the Life Service pro- 
gram. Rev. John P. Shannon, Minne- 
apolis, Luther League of America rep- 
resentative, was the banquet speaker. 
Mr. Harry M. Rohwer was reelected 
as president. The convention was held 
during the week and in connection 
with a camping program. All sessions 
were at Lake Okoboji, Iowa. 


SHORT LINES 


@ CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 


Leaguers in the Central Pennsy]l- 
vania Synod are gathering Christmas 
cards, coloring books, crayons and pen- 
cils for the Children in our Mission 
schools in British Guiana. 


@ NEBRASKA 


Leaguers in the Nebraska Synod are 
gathering and mending toys for chil- 
dren in Europe for Christmas. They 
will have a “mending party” at Hooper, 
October 6. 


@® NORTH CAROLINA 

The Synodical League is sponsoring 
a cartoon contest which have Biblical, 
Church or League significance. 


@ SOUTH CAROLINA 


A new Luther League news paper 
found its way to Headquarters. It is 
called “The Palmetto Leaguer” and 
hails from South Carolina. Misses 
Betty Rice and Anna M. Lominick are 
the editors. 
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@ Thank you presidents! The officers and staff of the 
Luther League of America deeply appreciate the loyal sup- 
port you gave in securing those generous gifts for Youth 
Sunday from the Church Council. We have had some in- 
teresting reports of presentations made to the local church 
officers. We hereby acknowledge your service to us. 

@ The Honor Roll for 1947 Apportionment Grows 


1. Illinois 4. Nebraska 
2. Central Pennsylvania 5), Midwest 
3. Connecticut 6. South Carolina 


7. Virginia 


® The Honor Roll for China-Skeldon for 1947 Quota 


il, “Wests 10. Kentucky-Tennessee 
2. Florida 11. Nebraska 

3. Southern California 12. South Carolina 

4. Central Pennsylvania 13. Northern California 
5. North Carolina 14. Canada 

6. New Jersey 15. West Virginia 

7. Illinois 16. Manitoba 

8. New York 17. Rocky Mountain 

9. Indiana 18. Midwest 


19. Michigan 


@ When the Executive Committee meets in November 
for its annual session it will receive applications from 
three new Synodical Luther Leagues which have been or- 
ganized this summer: 

1. The Luther League of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod of Western Canada 


2. The Luther League of the Nova Scotia Synod. 


The Luther League of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of California 


S&S 


The first of these new groups will replace the Manitoba 
District Luther League in our constituent members. 


The third will replace the Northern and Southern Dis- 
trict Leagues of California. 


@ The Secretaries are busy with field work this Fall. 
Secretary Frease is just completing a-tour of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod under the auspices of The Synodical 
Committee on Luther League and the Officers of The 
Synodical Luther League. Secretary Ducker is to tour New 
York State in October. This itinerary is under the direction 
of the State Luther League of New York. 


@ The Executive Committee of the Luther League of 
America will hold its annual sessions November 25 and 26 
at Springfield, Ohio. These sessions will precede the Con- 
ference of State and Synodical presidents which begins 
Wednesday evening, the 26th and continues through the 
28th. 


@ A number of State and Synodical Leagues are hold- 
ing Worker's Conferences in late September and October. 
These meetings are designed to bring together the officers 
of Conference and local Leagues to instruct them and 
help them do a more effective work in our program. 


@ The requests for Youth Sunday programs “From 
Discipleship to Leadership” reached an all-time high this 
year. Our records show that 52,400 copies of the program 


Eight 


~ From Us Jo You 


were mailed. Requests are continuing to come in from con- 
gregations which will observe this important work of the 
Church at a later date. 

A number of pastors and Leaguers have written to 
commend us for this program and the materials used in 
observance of Youth Sunday, 1947. If you have not arranged 
such a service in your League we will supply programs 
so long as our limited supply lasts. 


THE CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS 
WEDNESDAY—November 26, 1947 
Registration—3:00 P. M. to 5:30 P. M. 
Dinner—6:30 P. M. 
Opening Session—Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Speaker 
Open Forum 
Reception in charge of Leaguers of Springfield Federation 
THURSDAY—November 27, 1947. 
9:30 A. M.—Thanksgiving Service in College Chapel 
Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss 
11:00 A. M.—Review of the Recent Actions of the 
Executive Committee 
1. Administration - Howard L. Logan 
2. Field Work - Joseph W. Frease 
3. Publications - William J. Ducker 
Open Forum 
12:30—Lunch 
2:00 P. M.—Review of the Work—Continued 
1. The Life Service Program 
Rev. John P. Shannon 


Discussion 
2. The Missionary Program 
Mr. Robert Menges 
Discussion 
3. The Educational Program 
Discussion 


; . M.—Singspiration 
4:00 P. M.—Finances—Panel 
Special Gifts ' 
Howard Turkheimer, Betty Scott Lentz, 
Other Treasurers 
. M.—Adjourn 
. M.—Turkey and the Trimmings 
Roanoke 1949 
Richard Sutcliffe, Roanoke, Chairman 
The Oslo Conference - Clarence L. Neun 


FRIDAY—November 28, 1947 
9:00 A. M.—The Intermediate Program 
Miss Clara Roitsch 


ag). ae, 


Discussion 
10:00 A. M.—The Seniors 


10:30 A. M.—Young People and Young Adults 


11:00 A. M—Seven League Boots - Rev. William S. Avery 
12:30 PY M—Lunch 
2:00 P. M—-A Merry Mixer (exchange) 
3:30 P. M.—Stewardship of Life 

Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton 
5:00 P. M—Again in 1948? = 


Summary Thoughts 
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An Indian Summer Party 


Divide those present into a conven- 
ient number of groups, perhaps calling 
them by Indian names. For example, 
Sioux, Cherokees, Navajos, Mohawks, 
Seminoles, Creeks, ete. Choose and 
make in advance appropriate insignia 
for each group planned. If only two 
divisions are needed, perhaps the titles 
Indians and Pioneers will serve best. 
In the latter case, equip the Indians 
with paper tomahawks and feathered 
headbands; the Pioneers, with paper 
hunting knives, etc. 


Indian Pow Wow 
Use this game as a mixer, allowing 
only a short time for it so as to speed 
up the mixing process. First, distribute 
several molasses candy kisses or other 
sticky candy hard to chew. While the 
candy is being chewed, the partici- 
pants are to go the rounds and intro- 
duce themselves to every other person 
present, alternating the introduction 
frst with “pow”, then with “wow”. 
For example, “I am so-and-so, Pow”, 

and “I am so-and-so, Wow”. 


Stalking the Prey 

This game makes use of the teams 
organized above. Each team should be 
designated by a particular color. On 
each piece of paper is written, with a 
number, the name of something the 
Indians hunted for food or made 
use of in any way. Then these slips 
of paper are hidden. The object of 
the game is to have each side find 
the appropriate colored slips of paper 
and to write them in order on a sheet 
of paper and turn them over to the 
leader of the games. Each slip repre- 
sents some object of “prey”. Words 
may appropriately be: Deer, fish, sheep, 
corn, pheasant, quail, buffalo, mountain 
lion, wild cat, bear. The same, or dif- 
ferent set of words may be used on 
each series of slips. The group. The 
first side to complete the task of find- 
ing and writing the names on a single 
sheet of paper wins, unless you wish to 
reverse the process and declare the 
last one to do-so the winner. If the 
latter is done, it should not be an- 
nounced in advance. No two games in 
succession should follow the reversal 
process. 


Smelling Smoke Rings 

A spoon, a toothpick and a paper 
ring are needed for each group parti- 
cipating in this game. The ring should 
be made of paper one-half inch wide 
and six inches long pasted at the ends. 
This game is played by two persons 
from each group working at the stunt 
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at the same time. One person holds the 
spoon under his nose as if to smell it 
while the second places the “smoke 
ring” (paper ring) on the spoon with 
the toothpick. If the ring falls off of 
the spoon, it must be replaced by the 
person holding the toothpick. The team 
completing the undertaking first wins. 


Race of the Falling Leaves 


String cords of equal length about 
five feet from the floor, one cord being 
for each group. A leaf, real or paper 
but of the same size, with a hole 
through the center large enough to al- 
low free passage of it along the cord, 
should be strung on each cord. Indi- 
vidual contestants on each side should 
blow his leaf along to the end of the 
line, then the next contestant blows 
the leaf to the opposite end, etc., until 
all contestants on each team have had 
a turn. The last team to complete the 
objective may be declared the winner. 


Hazy, Lazy Indian Summer 


Each -person should have a piece of 
paper with the following descriptive 
clues written on it. Object number one 
is to substitute a single word for each 
descriptive clue. The clues: 1. To re- 
cline; 2. father of the gods in Greek 
mythology; 3. eager, active interest; 
4. not a boy; 5. the name of a month; 
6. not in sight; 7. not walking slowly; 
8. a large edible tuber like the potato. 
(Answers iesece s Zeus o zeal 
4. man; 5. May; 6. hid; 7. run or ran; 
8. vam.) 

Object number two is to write sen- 
tences which make sense (or fun) of 
words beginning with the different let- 
ters of each word. All letters must be 
used, but they may be used more than 
once if necessary. Read the sentences 
and award high score to the side hav- 
ing the largest number of interesting 
sentences. 


The War Path 


One person, called the leader, has a 
rubber ball. Groups stand equi-distant 
from him. As he bounces the ball he 
calls the name of one of the groups 
participating. Before it touches the 
floor the second time someone from 
that group is supposed to catch it. All 
the members of a particular group— 
the one whose name the leader called 
when he bounced the ball—will rush 
forward to catch the ball. This will re- 
sult in scramble and confusion—the 
tribe on the war path. Devise a system 
of scoring, such as, five points for 


every ball missed, and allow the team 
with the lowest score to be declared 
the winner. 
Signal Signs 

Make a set of letters—I-a-m-l-a-z-y 
—(large cut outs for each of the teams 
(tribes) and give them to the leader in 
each case scrambled. At a given signal, 
indicate that the words “I am lazy” 
are to be spelled out by the members 
of each team. The first team to com- 
plete the spelling of the words wins the 
contest. 


Bringing in the Corn 

A strong needle and thread is given 
to each group participating in this 
game, and one candy corn kernel is 
given to each person. The object is to 
get all of the corn kernels on the 
thread. The last to complete the string- 
ing of the corn may be declared the 
winner, 


A variation of this game may be de- 
vised by using pop corn for stringing. 
The first suggestion is a difficult one; 
the second is more easily accomplished 
and less time will need to be allowed. 


Footprint Tracking 

The leader of each group is given a 
heavy sheet of paper and pencil. All 
groups line up in position, single file 
At a given signal each leader draws 
his own footprint on the paper, runs 
to goal with paper and puts it down, 
then returns to the position in line and 
gives the pencil to the next person who 
runs to the goal, marks his heel and 
toe and returns to his place. This is 
done until each has had a turn. The 
first group to complete the process 
wins. Choose the person in each group 
with the largest foot for the leader of 
that group. 


Passing the Peace Pipe 


Write the words Peace Pipe verti- 
cally down the side of as many pieces 
of paper as there are teams. At a given 
signal the paper is passed from one to 
the other as each adds a sentence be- 
ginning with the next letter. For ex- 
ample, Polly bought a new hat. Esther 
flunked in Latin, etc. The group with 
the funniest peace pipe list wins. 

If refreshments were not served in 
the beginning, they should now be 
served. The party may be concluded 
with the singing of “The Indian Love 
Call” or “By the Waters of Minne- 
tonka as a solo, or by the singing of 
some other suitable song by the group. 
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A PLEDGE is a PROMISE to do 
something. Originally a pledge was a 
hostage or anything given as a guar- 
antee of good faith and intentions. At 
a birthday party a toast (ginger ale) 
may be drunk for good health and 
longevity of the honored person; that 
is an expression of good will, a social 
friendly pledge. We salute our flag 
and pledge allegiance to our country 
—a pledge of patriotism and loyalty. 
In the courtroom the witness raises 
his right hand or places it on the 
Bible; this betokens his pledge to tell 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth. The surgeon assures 
worried parents that he will do his 
utmost to save the life of their son; 
they feel a sense of relief because of 
that pledge. A politician states his pol- 
icy or a party its platform; they are 
political pledges, promises to do some- 
thing. Are these and other pledges of 
any value? Do I believe in pledging? 


The Christian believes in pledging. 
In the Order for the Baptism of In- 
fants the pastor asks the parents or 
sponsors, “Do you promise to instruct 
him in the Word of God, and to bring 
him up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord?” Those presenting the 
child make the following pledge, “Yes, 
I promise.” In the Order for Con- 
firmation the young man or woman 
promises to “renounce the devil, and 
all his works, and all his ways.” Young 
people further promise to abide in the 
Faith as stated in the Apostles’ Creed 
and to remain faithful to the teachings 
of the Lutheran Church. With the help 
of God they promise to be diligent in 
the use of the Means of Grace. In the 
Order for Public Confession prepara- 
tory to the Holy Communion the wor- 
shipper makes- a series of promises. 
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Shall I Mabe 


The same is true of those who are 
inducted into lay service and of pastors 
ordained into the Ministry. These 
promises are pledges. 


Christian discipleship calls for com- 
mitment. How ridiculous it would seem 
to say to one partner at the marriage 
altar, “I want to marry you, but I 
won't make any long range promises. 
We'll see how everything works out, 
and not tie ourselves down to anything 
specific in the way of promises or 
pledges.” Companionate marriages end 
in failure. 


“I Never Pledge” 


A considerable number of church 
members say, “I never pledge to the 
Church.” Of course, they are talking 
about money. A church councilman 
was heard to say that he did not ap- 
prove of pledging, bookkeeping, quar- 
terly statements, pay-up appeals; in 
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fact, he disapproved of the whole en- 
velope system. Free-will offerings by 
God’s people would be the panacea that 
would forever banish the financial 
problems of the church. 


The ULCA Bulletin Service one 
Sunday printed a drama in three acts 
which will bear repeating. It was en- 
titled “I Never Pledge.” 


Act I 


This man is manager of a small busi- 
ness. He has advertised for a new 
clerk. A candidate for the position ar- 
rives. 

Candidate: “I saw your ad in the 
paper and wish to apply for the po- 
sition.” 

The Man: “What experience have 
you had?” 

Candidate gives his references, which 
are satisfactory, and then asks: “How 
much will you pay me?” 


LOOKING AHEAD WITH YOUNG ADULTS 


The following undated program material is now available in pamphlet 
form. Any three of them may be had for 25 cents or a dozen for one dollar. 


Two Families Under One Roof 
The Christian and Social Drinking 
Widening the Circle 

Where’s the Breakdown? 

Can We Stop Now? 

Toward Lutheran World Federation 


Peacetime Patriotism 
Recreation That Re-creates 
Democracy in Protestantism 
Lutheran Prospects in Russia 
Shall I Make a Pledge? 
Luke’s Story of Christmas 


During 1948 the following programs will be made available monthly in 


the order given as follows: 


On the World Frontier 

Hearts and Flowers 

Winds of Doctrine 

Being a Christian at My Job 

Is My Home Christian? 

So Your Friend Is Going To Marry a 
Catholic 


Christian Citizenship 

Understanding My Neighbor, the Jew 

The Christian and Labor—Organized or 
Otherwise 

Vote—No Matter How! 

What’s New in Missions? 

The Old Testament Looks to the New 


A subscription charge of one dollar will bring to you all the Young-Adult 
Program material monthly in 1948. 
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Pledge 


The Man: “Oh, I will pay just what 
I feel like when pay day comes. You 
see, I never pledge!” 


RESULT—no clerk! 


mee IU 


This same man wants to buy some 
furniture, worth $350. He can’t part 
with that much cash just at the mo- 
ment, and tells the merchant so. . 


Merchant: “It won’t be necessary 
for you to pay the whole amount now. 
You may pay $50, and the balance in 
six monthly payments. Just sign this 
paper, guaranteeing to pay $50 each 
month.” 

the Mane No, I can’t do that, You 
see, I never pledge.” 


RESULT—no furniture! 


vee JM 


The man has moved' into a new 
house. He wants a telephone installed. 
At the telephone office the clerk tells 
him: “We can install the phone on 
Friday. It will cost $3 a month, pay- 
able on the tenth of each month. Just 
sign this.” 

The Man: 
pledge.” 

RESULT—no phone! 


The point is, there can’t be such a 
thing as a man who never makes any 
pledge. Such a man could not get along 
anywhere. Much of our lives is lived 
on the basis of such promises. 
When a man says, “I never pledge,” 
he may really mean, “I don’t want to 
give, if I can avoid it.” 

“Shall I make a pledge?” was the 
original question. By this time perhaps 
you will agree, “I do pledge.” Is there, 
then, any good reason why we should 
not pledge money to the Church? 


“Well, you see, I never 
Vi 
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Will a Man Rob God? 

“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me.” This was the startling and 
jarring question with the answer spo- 
ken by the prophet Malachi to the 
church members of his day. Using this 
verse as a kind of text, a tract writer 
entitled a folder “Thieves in the 
Church.” He states that we rob God 
when we refuse to render Him the 
worship and adoration of our hearts 
and lives. We rob Him in refusing to 
use (or pledge) the time and talents 
that He has given us for Christian 
service. We rob God when we refuse 
to give Him a full and complete con- 
secration of life. Many are robbing God 
of money. We steal God’s money when 
we refuse to make a pledge. Approxi- 
mately fifty per cent of the average 
Church members never make a pledge. 
Others may make a silver contribution 
occasionally, but we are robbing God 
of the support that we could give Him. 
There are othe~s who pledge but never 
pay, who use the money that they had 
vowed to give God for selfish pleasures. 
A large portion of those who pledge 
do not give proportionately, as God has 
prospered them, and are guilty of rob- 
bing God. Wherein have we robbed 
God? “In tithes and offerings;” in con- 
secration, in service, and in worship. 


These are strong statements and per- 
haps we are not accustomed to such 
language. But at least they are stimu- 
lating and thought provoking. 


There are too many i's in our giving, 
—if we give. Some give if approached 
by the right person. Some, if they like 
the minister. Some, if they have a sur- 
plus a‘ter all needs and pleasures are 
paid for. Some, if their name is high 
on the list. Some, if their emotions are 


PHOTO BY HUGELMEYER 


stirred. What must I do? Shall I make 
a pledge to the Lord and His Church? 


Why Pledge Money to the Church? 


1. Because God Pledges To Us. 
Someone has calculated that there are 
32,000 promises in the Bible. It’s a 
good thing to begin with God when we 
think of money and pledging. His prom- 
ises are pledges. All around us by 
day and by night in nature his pledges 
are redeemed; consider the laws of the 
universe, the unfailing harvests. 


2. Because It Is Scriptural. The 
Bible refers to GIVING 1,520 times. 
Only the word LOVE is mentioned 
more often. The Master gave it a large 
place in his teachings. 

3. Because the Church Must Pledge 
Money to Keep Going. We are aware 
of this as we look over the congrega- 
tional budget. It would be a good thing 
to get acquainted with the synodical 
and denominational budgets, too. “Fifty- 
fifty Giving” is increasing; half for 
ourselves and half for Benevolence. 

4. Because it is a Christian’s Obliga- 
tion. It is an endorsement of the 
church’s program. It is an antidote for 
selfishness. It is an expression of love. 

5. Because We Must Underwrite 
the U.L.C. A. Double Apportionment 
Anniversary Goal for 1948. We have 
heard about this from many sources. 
Our Church is on the move. The times 
are urgent. The demands are pressing. 
The challenges are presented in no un- 
certain terms. In these critical times 
the Church and the individual member 
dare not quibble over trifling sums of 
money when so much is at stake. 
“Shall I make a pledge and how 
much2” This question must now be 
considered and answered in all serious- 


ness. 
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Could Be You! 


George Miller attends services, contributes a bit, 
communes occasionally, accepts God’s blessings as 
they come along without thought or gratitude. “Of 
course I love the Lord,” he says. But George doesn’t 
put his words into action. 


George Miller is the central character in the 
United Lutheran Church’s motion picture, “And 
Now I See” which is being shown in every U.L.C.A. 
congregation this fall GEORGE MILLER could 
be you! 


George Mill 
council. It - 
of his time 

work. The ' 
and George: 


A foreign m 
his daughte: 
the Church 

gregation— 
bringing Jes 
Africa, Chi 
and here at. 
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George listens as pastor and council- 
men discuss the urgency of the Lord’s 
work. He learns many church mem- 
bers are tithing—giving at least a 
tenth—and that numerous congrega- 
tions give as much for benevolences as 
they use for local work. 


God sends a dramatic blessing into 
George Miller’s home: his lame daugh- 
ter begins to walk. He is filled with 
gratitude. “God has been so good to 


us,” he says. “It has taken something 
this big to make me see His great 
love!” 


George goes to Luther College to en- 
roll his son, Paul. “This is just one of 
many colleges run by the Church,” says 
the dean. “I’m discovering,” comments 
George, “that the closer you get to the 
work of the Church, the bigger it gets!” 


Gratitude compels George to show 
thanks to God. At the council meeting 
he says: “I’m going to give the fullest 
use of my time, ability, and posses- 
sions to the Lord. It is one way of 
saying thanks for His goodness to 


GEORGE MILLER could be 


me!” 
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Trageam for young 


SHALL MAKES Ae iim Gites 


By REV. LUTHER L. HARE, Clear Spring, Md. 
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Why? To help young adults sense a new urgency 
in the call to them to give more adequate church 
support; to encourage each of them to make for 
himself a systematic plan for giving, such as the 
scriptures suggest; and to urge each of them to fol- 
low that plan faithtully. 


How? A series of brief talks would be a fitting 
opener of the subject, such as: Examing Our Church 
Budget; The Benevolence Budget; Balancing the 
Budget; The Question for You and Me. After this 
introduction of the subject, resolve the group into “a 
committee of the whole’ and have each person pre- 
sent consider his personal responsibility in the matter. 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


Then follow with discussion of the “Helps in Pledg- 
ing” or the “Thought Provokers”. 


Perhaps This! This study may need to be com- 
pleted in a more extended one, using some such book 
as, “Graceful Giving” by Traver or “The Work of the 
Lord” by Greever. 


Something To Do! Distribute one of the current 
pamphlets of the U.L.C. A. Stewardship Office, 231 
Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y., or secure from 
your pastor ... Have each member make his pledge 
for the year . . . Seek’ helpers for the work of the 
Every Member Visitation. 


® A Suggested Program 
Hymn: “Jesus, Master, Whose I Am”, 
(S721 ESB 2845 2S EH) 
Scripture: 
Old Testament: Malachi 3:7-12 
New Testament: II Corinthians 8:1-9 
Stewardship Prayer (Free) 
Presentation of the Topic (Follow the “Discussion Pattern’) 
Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own”, 
(387 CSB; 280 PSH) 
The Offering. The pianist may 
hymn during the offering. 


softly repeat the previous 


A Prayer of Consecration 


Hymn: “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
(382 CSB; 278 PSH) 


® Thought Provokers (For reference or additional teading ) 


“My pastor is always talking about money and making 
appeals.” 


“Money is the most perilous thing with which we have 
to cope, next to the baser, sensual nature.” 

“The principal cause which led to the rise of the money- 
making methods in church (such as, suppers, bazaars, 
bingo, etc) was unfaithful stewardship on the part of the 
majority of the church members.” 

“One of the best thermometers to test the spiritual 
condition of a church is its financial program.” 


“What we give and how we give is a fair thermometer 
by which we may gauge the deerce of individual consecra- 
tion,’ 


“How does my investment in Religion compare with my 
investment in other major interests in life?” 
@ Helps In Pledging 


When aman gets rich, God gets a partner or the man 
loses his soul. 


Stewardship puts the Golden Rule in business in place 
of the rule of gold. 
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Not how much of my money must I give to God, but 
how much need I use for myself? 


I will place no value on anything I may have or may 
possess except in relation to the kingdom of Christ. 


The Kingdom of God can never be established by 
raising money, but it can never be extended without raising 
money. 


Give, not from the top of your purse, but from the 
bottom of your heart. 


He is nod fool who parts with what he cannot keep, 
to get what he shall not lose. 


The unconsecrated wealth of Christians is the greatest 
hindrance to the church’s progress. 


Jesus teaches that a man’s attitude to the Kingdom of 
God is revealed by his attitude to his property. 


Earning maketh an industrious man; spending, a well- 
furnished man; saving, a prepared man: giving, a blessed 
man. 


© See Resource Article, pages 10 and 1/1 


® Significant Scriptures 
Psalm 24:1. “The earth is the Lord’s, and. the fullness thereof.’ 


Acts 2:45. ‘And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them 
to all men, as every man had need.” 


I Corinthians 13:3. ‘And though I bestow all my goods to feed 


the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, 
it profiteth me nothing.” 


I Corinthians 16:1, 2, “Now concerning the collection for ints 

i rales the saints, 

as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon 

the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as 

God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 
II Corinthians 9:6, 7. “But this I sa 


) y, He which soweth sparing] 
shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall eee 
also bountifully. Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 


let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver. 

Matthew 5:20. “For I say unto you, That exce 
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 


Matthew 16:24. “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 


come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
me. 


pt your righteousness — 
Pharisees, ye shall in 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP 


HAVE YOU KEPT ACCOUNT? 
MAY I TITHE? 


WHAT MY CHURCH DOES WITH 
$2,500,000 


*THANKFUL FOR WHAT IN 1947? 


*THE MEANING OF ADVENT 


Young Adults wishing more than one program a month may find 
in this series some material of equal interest to them and may supple- 
ment their program material from this source. 


Thesé topics may be used at any time, but they are especially 
appropriate in this season when the whole Church is thinking about 


Stewardship. 


*These are special topics of seasonal significance. 


November 2, 1947 
XXII after Trinity 


OUR STEWARDSHIP: (1) HAVE YOU KEPT ACCOUNT? 


® Preparation 


_Mimeograph some sheets so that they look 
like a sheet from a ledger. On the left side 
under the heading Personal Expenses for Church 
Work 1947, list the following items: Weekly 
pledge (Current expense); Weekly Pledge 
(Benevolences) ; Special Gifts (Local) ; Sunday 
School; Societies (Luther League, etc.; Lu- 
theran World Action: Christian Education 
(church college and seminary); Inner Missions 
(Orphans’ Homes, Hospitals, Old Folk’s 
Homes, etc.); Miscellaneous; Total Church 
Contributions; Total Personal Income; Per- 
centage Used for Work of the Church (Divide 
Church Contributions bv the Total Income. 


On the right side of the ledger under the 
heading, Personal Expenses for Luxuries and 
Incidentals 1947, list the following items: 
Newspapers (daily and Sunday); Magazines 
(Weekly and Monthly); Movies and Theatres ; 
Candy and Chewing Gum~- Tobacco and Cigar- 
ettes; Cosmetics; Travel (Rail, bus and plane) ; 
Vacation; Gasoline, gadgets and auto upkeep; 
Dress (Unnecessary items); Food (Unneces- 
sary items); Total spent for Luxuries; Per- 
centage of Income Used for Luxuries (Divide 
amount spent for luxuries by the total income). 

Distribute this ledger sheet for use during 
the meeting. Typed across the bottom of the 
sheet should be these words: ‘‘Percentage Bal- 
lot (arrange for tearing off). Percentage of 
income used for Church .... % Percentage 
of income used for Luxuries and Incidentals 
_... % For 1948 I will increase my Church 
Support by .... % reducing my expenditures 
for Luxuries and Incidentals as necessary to 
do so.” Do not ask for signatures, but have 
these declarations of purpose taken up on offer- 
ing plates and dedicated with prayer at a 
suitable time during the meeting. 


@ Program 

Hymn: ‘Praise to the Lord’ (248 PSH) 

Psalm 116 (Read responsively, page 43 PSH) 

Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 

The Lesson: Romans 14:7-12; Luke 16:1-9 

Distribution of the Ledger Sheets (Filling in 
of the two columns by each) 

Presentation of the Topic 

Discussion of Questions 


Offering: Cash and the Percentage Ballots 
(Torn from the ledger sheets unsigned) 

Hymn: “Saviour, Thy Dying Love (276 PSH) 

The Prayer (followed by short prayers by mem- 
bers): Father in Heaven, Whose we are and 
Whom we serve, help us ever to recognize 
and remember Thy Divine ownership. May 
we never forget to share with Thy other 
children, the inheritance of things temporal 
and spiritual Thou hast left in our care as 
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Romans 14:7-12; Luke 16:1-9 


Thy stewards and executors. | ant that we 
may ever live in love and tolerance, with all 
men. Keep us free from harsh criticism of 
others as we remember our own follies and 
sins. Grant that we may daily pay our debts 
of serving love to all those whom we meet. 
Yet may this service be counted by us as 
a privilege and joy; a means of showing to 
Thee our love and loyalty, by gladly obeying 
the command to share with others as Thou 
hast shared with us. When the Book of our 


Life is finished, may the Divine Auditor 
write in it, “Well done! good and _ faithful 
servant.’’ Amen. 


The Lord’s Prayer 
The Mizpah Benediction 


® The Topic 
Have You Kept Account? 


In our first scripture passage Paul is 
teaching the great facts of God’s own- 
ership and man’s individual responsi- 
bility to God. Out of these great truths 
grows the thought that we, as God’s 
stewards, should keep our own account 
in such a condition that we can with- 
out fear submit our record for Divine 
audit in the Day of Judgment. 


If we do this, we will be too busy to 
trouble ourseives about our brother’s 
faults: and in view of our own failures 
and deserved penalties, we will learn 
the great lesson of tolerance. Edward 
W. Hoch has well expressed Paul’s 
feeling: 

“There is so much good in the worst 
of us, 

And so much bad in the best of us, 

That it hardly behooves any of us, 

To talk about the rest of us.” 


At one time Paul was fanatical and 
even bigoted. He forgot that God made 
us all: and made us all different, even 
as are the leaves of a tree. He de- 
manded not only unity, but also uni- 
formity. The Law that he tried to obey 
was a hard school-master, and he was 


Rey. Charles G. Empie, D.D., Baltimore, Md. 


an apt pupil. He was hard on himself, 
and also severe with others, who failed 
to keep the letter of the Law. He had 
a feeling of frustration and failure; 
and he was afraid of the stern Jehovah 
of Israel. 


How Paul Learned Tolerance 


Paul was ever honest and sincere; 
he was strong even when he was 
wrong. God was teaching Paul the 
great lesson he later taught to Jew and 
Gentile, that man unaided cannot satis- 
fy the demands of the Law. That sal- 
vation is God’s free gift, and we are 
justified before God, only when we 
come in the name of Jesus Christ, who 
as our substitute and Saviour, saves 
us from the power, pollution, and pen- 
alty of sin. 


Paul’s eyes had been turned inward- 
ly, and what he saw made him cry out 
“Oh, wretched man that I am’. But 
on the Damascus road he looked out 
and up and saw the loving face of 
Jesus. He knew then that The God of 
Law was also The God of Love. That 
the Son had come to show men the 
face of their Heavenly Father and to 
save them by bearing for them the 
penalties of their sins, as The Lamb 
of God. 

In his great relief and joy Paul be- 
came as he said, “The bond slave of 
Jesus Christ”. He knew he was now 
justified before God, and at the bottom 
of the long list of his sins and failure, 
God had written, “Paid!” Once he had 
served God because of fear, Now he 
serves Him more faithfully from love 
and gratitude. And as a forgiven child 
of God he had love and pity and toler- 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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November 9, 1947 
XXIII after Trinity 


OUR STEWARDSHIP: (2) MAY | TITHE? 


By C. 


@ Things To Do 

1. Write to the Rev. Earl Erb, stewardship 
secretary of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. and ask 
for leaflet on The Macedonian Fellowship. Dis- 
cuss beginning such a fellowship in your con- 
gregation. 

2. Ask the U.L.C. A. Stewardship Office, 
231 Madison St., New York 16, N. Y., for 
enough of Stewardship Tract No. 5, by Dr. 
H. T. Weiskotten, to distribute to your mem- 
bership in advance of your meeting. Then send 
it by mail to your membership and ask that it 
be studied as the basis for the discussion at 
your meeting. 

3. Enlist a group to try tithing for a speci- 
fied period—three months, one year, or the 
like. See what happens. 


® Program 
Hymn: “O Worship the King” (245 PSH) 
Psalm 24 (Read in concert) 

Gloria Patri 
The Lessons: 
12 :41-44 

Prayer: 
Thanksgiving for our material goods 
Thanksgiving for Christ. | 
For knowledge of His will and way 
For strength to follow Him alway ___ 

For generosity among His own for His cause. 


(said or sung) 


Deuteronomy 14:22-29; Mark 


Hymn: ‘Saviour! Thy Dying Love” 
(276 PSH) 


Topic and Discussion: According to plan de- 
vised 

Offering 

The Lord’s Prayer 


Hymn: “Sun of My Soul” (343 PSH) 


@ The Topic 

He could recognize only two tunes, 
Mark Twain liked to insist: one was 
America, and the other wasn’t. 


Tithing is much like that, too. There 
are two kinds of tithing. One kind is 
Christian. The other isn’t. 


Christian tithing begins with Christ. 
Its whole emphasis is upon Him. The 
central fact in the life of the Christian 
is the coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world to give Himself upon the cross 
for man. Through Him man comes to 
God; through Him man finds forgive- 
ness and reconciliation. Here is giving 
and love that is almost beyond human 
understanding. It is grace,—God’s love 
given freely without our having de- 
served or merited any part of it. 


And right there is where Christian 
tithing begins,—in man’s understand- 
ing of that central fact of Christian 
faith, and in his response to it. For, 
he asks himself, if God has been so 
good to me, how can I help but show 
my thanks to Him in every act of my 
life? And in my giving, how can I do 
less for His work than set aside at 
least one-tenth of my income,—as a 
first step? Christian tithing begins with 
Christ! 
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Cc: 


Deuteronomy 14:22-29; Mark 12:41-44 


The other kind of tithing begins with 
Old Testament laws,—and usually 
stops there. It is the fact that it stops 
at that point that makes many Chris- 
tians reject tithing. For, all too often, 
the tither comes to feel that he has 
now obeyed God’s law and therefore 
has fulfilled his total obligation as a 
Christian. And, of course, he hasn't. 
One never fulfills his obligation to God. 
He can’t. All he can do is to pour 
forth his gratitude, in every way pos- 
sible, for God’s abundant love. The 
tithe is one way of my saying my 
thanks to God,—only one way—a rea- 
sonable way. 


That makes a difference, you see. 
The tithe is given, not to win God’s 
favor, nor because I expect Him to 
return three-tenths next week, nor for 
any of the other foolish, un-Christian 
reasons that one hears about occa- 
sionally. Like Zaccahaeus, I have 
looked into the face of Jesus, and I 
can no longer say my thanks with 
trifles. The first of my possessions 
must go to Him now. At least one- 
tenth now! Certainly more as soon as 
I can. For Him! For His love! 


The simplest definition, therefore, of 
Christian tithing is that it is a Chris- 
tian man tithing. This is not just a 
play on words. For the point that such 
a definition emphasizes is that it is 
not tithing that makes a person a 
Christian. He is a Christian first— 
through faith in Jesus Christ—and 
then a tither. Let no one believe that 
tithing and the tithe are tests of one’s 
Christianity. They are but the evi- 
dence of one’s faith. 


That’s what Jesus pointed out. One 
can become like the Pharisees, He 
said in sharp rebuke, and pay so much 
attention to exact and minute tithing 
that he will forget the far more im- 
portant expressions of His love. Re- 
member how He felt about the poor 
widow who put only two little coins 
into the collection: 


“Truly, I say to you’, He said to the 
disciples, “this poor widow has put 
in more than all those who are con- 
tributing to the treasury. For they all 
contributed out of their abundance; 
But she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, her whole living.” 


Only A Beginning 
It is all of each of us that God 
wants, all of our life. The tithe is never 
the final expression of our love, the 
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total measurement. It’s only a begin- 
ning. Some, in their abundance, un- 
doubtedly can and must go far beyond 
the tithe. For others, a God-satisfying 
portion may be “two small coins”. 
But for most of us, the tithe is a rea- 
sonable first step. For most of us it is 
the least we can do in our gratitude to 
Him for all His goodness to us. 


“Man’s response to that which God 
has done for him is a matter of -grace, 
not of the law”, writes Dr. Holmes 
Rolston in his remarkable book, Stew- 
ardship in the New Testament Church, 
“But if that response is to be ‘as God 
prospered him’, it should take a larger 
percentage of the income of the rich 
than of the income of the poor.” 

Sacrificial Giving 

Is the tithe sacrificial giving? Those 
who have never tithed are likely to 
feel that it is,—definitely and distinctly 
sacrificial. But not so the experienced 
tither himself. The almost universal 
testimony of those who tithe is that 
they still seem to have money enough 
for all their needs. God’s arithmetic 
is different from man’s It’s hard for 
us to understand how it should happen 
this way, but it does. And the satis- 
factions and joys of tithing are as full 
and rich as God has promised when he 
says in Malachi: 

“Prove me and see whether I will not 
open the windows of Heaven and pour 
out such a treasure as there shall not 
be room to hold it.” 


Spiritual Blessings 

These are spiritual blessings that 
God pours out! The) tithe is never a 
bargain with God under which we ex- 
pect as much, or more, in return. Sure- 
ly not that! God, the loving God, has 
already poured gifts into our life, day 
in and day out, abundantly,—life, 
health, friends to cherish, mother and 
father to love, children to hold in our 
arms, bodily strength and_ intellect, 
work to do, home, food, clothing, our 
Church, and above all the redeeming 
Savior. The Christian cannot bargain! 
He can only say his thanks, forever 
say his thanks! The tithe, then, is 
urged because: 


1. It is the smallest portion. that 
seems reasonable in the lives of those 
who really appreciate God’s goodness 
and grace and seek a way of express- 
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November 16, 1947 
XXIV after Trinity 


OUR STEWARDSHIP. (3) WHAT MY CHURCH DOES WITH $2,500,000 


By C. C. Stoughton, LL.D., Stewardship Secretary, U. L.C. A., New York, N. Y. 


© An Imaginary Script About U. L.C. A. 
Finances 


This is the story of how the United 
Lutheran Church in America distri- 
buted its regular income of $2,133,192. 
received during 1946. 


The figures are actual figures, the 
names of the leaders are real, and the 
situations are factual. But the conver- 
sation is imaginary. The meetings of 
the finance committee of the Church, 


the allocations commission, and the 
executive board, have all been com- 
pressed into one meeting, and into 


brief statements, in a way that never 
happens in the real life of the Church. 


The list of characters. 


Dr. Franklin C. Fry, President of the 
United Lutheran Church; 


Mr. William H. Stackel, Chairman 
of the Finance Committee; 


Mr. Henry Beisler, Treasurer of the 
United Lutheran Church; 


Board Executives, who will be iden- 
tified as they appear. 


Scene 1 
Meeting of Allocation Commission 


Dr. Fry: Gentlemen. Mr. Beisler has 
closed his books for the year. Our un- 
distributed funds still to be allocated 
total $578,191. You will remember that 
this amount is in addition to the $1,- 
555,000. which has already been dis- 
tributed to our U.L.C.A. boards and 
agencies as the Minneapolis conven- 
tion of 1944 directed. Today, we are 
to distribute the $578,191 on the basis 
of the previously unmet needs of these 
boards and agencies. Their representa- 
tives will appear before us and tell us 
what the urgent needs are in each case. 


Mr. Beisler: That means, of course, 
that our people have given the 
U.L.C.A. $2,133,192. during 1946. Too 
bad, gentlemen, that we did not reach 
our full goal of $2,500,000. Now, all 
of our work will suffer. 


Dr. Fry: Dr. Corbe is here now, 
gentlemen, to tell us of the needs of 
our Board of American Missions. Dr. 
Corbe is its executive secretary. 


Dr. Corbe: I have here a list of 25 
locations in this country, Mr. Chair- 
man, where we should begin planting 
new Lutheran missions immediately. 
The fields have all been surveyed. In 
some we have already begun work. 
We need a minimum of $320,000 for 
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these missions. This is over and above 
all our other work,—the sustaining of 
nearly 700 mission congregations,— 
our mountain work in Virginia and 
Tennessee,—our West Indies develop- 
ment, and our foreign language mis- 
sions all over the United States and 
Canada. This is for urgent new work. 
People are calling and waiting for us 
to help. 


Mr. Stackel: Dr. Corbe, this com- 
mission would like to tell you to go 
right ahead, but we have less than 
$600,000 to distribute. The total must 
be spread over eight boards and sev- 
eral agencies. Gentlemen, the best we 
can do, I believe, is to give American 
Missions $174,000. This will take care 
of only 13 of the 25 proposed new mis- 
sions, and that grieves me terribly. 


Dr. Corbe: Thank you, we'll do the 
best we can. 


Mr. Stackel: Mr. President, Dr. Got- 
wald, executive secretary of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, has come in. 
That board operates in six different 
fields,—India, China, Japan, Liberia, 
Argentine, and British Guiana. It, too, 
is bitterly pressed. 


Dr. Fry: Dr. Gotwald, welcome. 
Tell us your most serious needs. 
Dr. Gotwald: I wish I could tell 


you all, but the time is too short. I 
must merely touch the high spots. The 
call for more missionaries is increas- 
ingly demanding. China and Japan, 
pagan nations, are pleading with us to 
send Christian missionaries. Then, we 
are seriously handicapped by the in- 
flation in China and Japan and India. 
At least $70,000. will be needed imme- 


“diately to take care of the deficit in 


our normal budget because of infla- 
tion. Then, automobiles, at least five, 
must be replaced. Some have been in 
service since 1929, The hospital must 
be built immediately in Tsingtao, and 
a cottage for our fourth professor at 
Luthergirl Seminary in India. We have 
three houses for our four professors. 
These are only a few of the needs. 


Mr. Beisler: You are asking for 
$224,000. But once again we’re tied up 
in knots. We simply don’t have enough 
money. Gentlemen, I suggest we allot 
$123,000 to the Foreign Board. 


Dr. Gotwald: That’s far from enough 
to do the work we should do, but we'll 
do our best. Thank you, gentlemen. 


Dr. Fry: Mr. Hodges, 
secretary of the Board 
and Relief, gentlemen. 


executive 
of Pensions 


Mr. Stackel: Mr. Hodges is request- 
ing an additional $93,225. We have no 
choice here, men, because this total 
represents sums voted by the Cleve- 
land convention. Each of our 315 aged 
pastors, now on our pension rolls, will 
receive an additional $150 or $450 per 
year. Our church simply could not go 
on expecting these fine seryants to ex- 
ist on the $300 per year we were giv- 
ing them. Widows will also receive a 
small extra allowance. And $25,000 
was voted to support a supplemental 
pension plan for older pastors who 
could not enter the contributory plan 
early enough to have a satisfactory 
allowance upon their retirement. 


Mr. Hodges: 
it well. 


Mr. Stackel has put 


Dr. Fry: This sum must be voted 
in addition to the normal budget al- 
lowance of $191,250. Now, Dr. Koch, 
executive secretary of the Board of 
Social Missions. 


Dr. Koch: Our Board needs $10,000 
to employ two additional assistants in 
the department of evangelism imme- 
diately. Pastor Lesher is trying to 
cover 32 synods in this program to stir 
up lapsed members to active participa- 
tion and to seek out new members. 
Our demand is a pressing one, too. 


Dr. Fry: Bless you, sir, every one of 
them is, but I’m afraid we shall have 
to ask you to be content with just one 
worker. We can allocate only $5,000. 


Mr. Stackel: Remember, too, this 
board must have $16,586 to complete 
our payments toward the care of con- 
scientious objectors. The convention 
voted this. 


Scene 2 


Meeting of Executive Board 
of the Church 


Dr. Fry: Mr. Stackel will read a 
complete list of the recommendations 
made by the allocations commission 
at its meeting yesterday. Will you 
also indicate, Mr. Stackel, the amounts 
each board or agency received under 
its regular budget. 

a complete 


Mr. Stackel: Here is 


statement. 
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November 23, 1947 
Last Sunday after Trinity 


THANKFUL FOR WHAT IN 1947 


Ry 


@ Hints for the Leader 


The presentation of the topic may be opened 
by the leader, after which four Leaguers may 
be called upon to discuss the Thanksgiving 
Proclamations of the four Presidents mentioned. 
The quotations from the Presidents’ messages 
may very properly be read. A fifth Jeaguer 
could be asked to read the 1947 Thanksgiving 
Proclamations of the President, the Governor 
of the State, and in an urban community the 
Mayor of the City. In discussion he could 
compare the content of these messages with 
those here quoted, being careful that his judg- 
ment is not biased by political preferences. 


® Program 

Hymn: ‘‘My Country, ’tis of Thee” (361 PSH) 

Psalm 67 (Read responsively) 

Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 

Prayer: O God, Who has bestowed upon us 
all things needful to our bodily lives, Who 
hast filled our days with social joys, and 
Who hast through Thy mercy and truth in 
Christ our Lord given us_an inheritance of 
abundant and eternal life: Grant that we with 
whole-hearted devotion may thankfully re- 
ceive these Thy blessings, and use them ever 
to Thy Name’s honor and glory; through 
the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Lesson: Psalm 108:1-6 

Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God” 

(242 PSH) 

The Topie and Discussion 

The Offering 

Prayer: O God, Whose love through Christ 
is our salvation: Grant that, by Thy Holy 
Spirit, we, who are made in Thine own 
image may so love our fellow men that they 
may see in us reflected Thy grace and good- 
ness, and may join with us in thanksgiving 
for all Thy manifold benefits; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Hymn: “God of Our Fathers’? (363 PSH) 


@ For Further Reading 


The Bible—with the help of concordance. 
Look up passages given under the words: 
Thank, Thankful, Thanks, Thanksgiving. See 
what God’s people were thankful for in the 
days when the Scriptures were written. What 
do your conclusions suggest with reference to 
the topic? 


@ The Topic 

God bless the poets for the beauty 
with which they have adorned the lit- 
erature of the world. To every good 
and wholesome thought they have 
added, as it were, the fragrance of vio- 
lets and lilies of the valley. 


When Thanksgiving comes around 
the muses sing of yellow pumpkins 
and golden shocks of corn. Thus they 
lift our dulled imagination to some 
new sense of gratitude for God’s pro- 
vidential care. The poetic beauty of 
God’s own Word brings to the weary 
and doubtful soul sweet assurance that 
“mercy and truth are met together.” 
Petty cares and doubts are soon dis- 
pelled by the far outreach of the 
Psalmist’s spiritual vision, when he 
prays: “Thy mercy is great above the 
heavens; and Thy truth reacheth unto 
the clouds.” 
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Psalm 108 :1-6 


Rev. Charles A. Linn, Ph.D., D.D., Atlanta, 
What shall we be thankful for in 
1947? For temporal blessings? Yes! 


But our gratitude is fittingly expressed 
only in terms of sharing with others. 
The good things God has provided 
were intended for all His children. li 
some have been deprived, it is not be- 
cause He has willed it so, but because 
men by their sins have obstructed the 
channels through which His blessings 
should abundantly flow. What we have 
is not ours alone. It is committed to us 
as a stewardship for the benefit of 
others as well. 


What shall we be thankful for in 
1947? For spiritual blessings? Yes! 
But such blessings are ours, not be- 
cause we are God’s elect. His mercy 
and truth were intended for all His 
people. We are butsinstruments in His 
hands to see that His will is accom- 
plished. Our gratitude for our own 
spiritual benefits is made manifest, not 
in words alone, but in the unselfish 
act of proclaiming abroad His Good 
Tidings. 

The history of our American Thanks- 
giving Day, in its essential character, 
has little to do with turkeys and cran- 
berry sauce and football games. Let’s 
hear from some of our great Presi- 
dents: 


George Washington 


In 1789, the year of the founding of 
our constitutional government, George 
Washington issued a national Thanks- 
giving Proclamation. In his preamble 
he says: 


“Both houses of Congress have by 
their joint committee requested me to 
recommend to the people of the United 
States a day of public thanksgiving 
and prayer, to be observed by ac- 
knowledging with grateful hearts the 
mercy and signal favors of Almighty 
God, especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a 
form of government for their safety 
and happiness.” 


He suggests to the nation thanksgiv- 
ing for God’s care and protection pre- 
vious to the founding of the nation; 
for His manifold mercies during the 
Revolution; for peace, union, and 
plenty; for the national constitution, 
then recently adopted; for civil and 
religious liberty, and the blessings of 
education. He urges the nation to pray 
for wise and just government, for con- 
stitutional laws discreetly executed and 
obeyed. 


Georgia 


In another proclamation issued by 
Washington in 1795 it is specifically 
recommended “that all religious so- 
cieties and denominations, and all per- 
sons whatsoever within the United 
States, assemble together and render 
sincere and hearty thanks to the Great 
Ruler of Nations.” 


What shall we be thankful for 
1947? Have we not by 


in 


inheritance | 


shared in the blessings of which Presi-. 
dent Washington and the Congress: 
under his administration were quite: 
evidently conscious? Can we properly ' 
give ourselves solely to passing pleas-- 


ures and forget our indebtedness to 


Almighty God for the liberty, unity, , 


and plenty which we enjoy by reason 
of the fact that here was planted a cen- 


tury and a half ago a nation that be-- 


lieved in Him, and in His mercy and 
truth? 


John Adams 
In his proclamation of 1798 John 


Adams urges “that all religious con- - 
gregations do, with the deepest hu-- 


mility, acknowledge 
manifold sins and transgressions with 
which we are justly chargeable as in- 
dividuals and as a nation, beseeching 
Him at the same time, of His infinite 
grace, through the Redeemer of the 
world, freely to remit all our offenses, 
and to incline us by His Holy Spirit 
to that sincere repentance and refor- 
mation which may afford us. reason to 
hope for His inestimable favor and 
heavenly benediction.” 


In our Thanksgiving season in this 
year 1947 we are undoubtedly deeply 
conscious of the fact, lamented by J. 
Edgar Hoover and others who have to 
deal with crime, that many of our 
young people are falling into serious 
offenses and coming under penalties 
of the law. Probably none of them are 
Luther Leaguers, or faithful members 
of any other Christian group. At least 
with rare exceptions they belong to 
that half of America that we must be- 
gin to call pagan. 


In our thanksgiving for spiritual 
blessings we dare not forget that we all 
have sinned, and have perhaps had a 
share in laying the groundwork for 
the destruction of so many young lives. 
We should ask ourselves the question: 
What am I doing that may lead some 
other young person astray? A consci- 
entious answer to this question may 


give us a new sense of gratitude for. 
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before God the: 


November 30, 1947 
Advent Sunday 


St. Luke 1:68-79 


THE MEANING OF ADVENT 


By Rey. Benjamin Lotz, Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa. 


@ Program 


Service of Worship: 
Hymn 1 (PSH). Use the first tune. Sing it 
in unison to ‘Rejoice, Rejoice.” 
Psalm 24 
Seripture Lesson: Isaiah 40 


Hymn 12 (If there is a quartette in Luther 
League this can be arranged as a_ special 
selection). 


Topic 

Offering 

Collect for Sunday 
Collect for Advent (23 
Lord’s Prayer 


@ A Visual Aid 


_ A unique feature-of worship in the Adventide 
is in use of a large Advent wreath of ever- 
green. In this are placed four large candles, 
one for each Sunday. While certain prophecies 
are read each week a candle is lighted, as well 
as those lighted on the previous Sunday. On 
the Fourth Sunday in Advent, four candles will 
be burning. Additional small candles for week 
days may be placed between large candles. 


@ The Topic 


Advent is a time of anticipation. 
This season of four weeks looks with 
eagerness to the time when we cele- 
brate anew the coming of God’s Son 
into the world. From ancient times, 
this period has come down to us as 
part of our inheritance for just this 
purpose. And wherever Christians have 
cherished the- old traditions wisely, 
Advent has been of great practical and 
devotional value. 


PSH) 


Advent and Christmas 


Let us see how we can fix the time 
of Advent. The first Sunday in Advent 
is the Sunday nearest to St. Andrew’s 
day—an immovable saint’s day ialling 
on the 30th of November. This year, 
the first Sunday called Advent Sunday 
and St. Andrew’s day coincide, so there 
can be no question of the nearest Sun- 
day. Another way which seems a trifle 
simpler would be as follows: Count 
four Sundays before Christmas and 
that Sunday, either the last in Novem- 
ber or the first in December, deter- 


mined by the day.of the week on- 


which Christmas falls, will be the First 
Sunday in Advent. 


Advent, as a time of earnest antici- 
pation, looks forward to Christmas. 
In the best sense of the word, Advent 
anticipates Christmas. But this is 
brought about, not by celebrating 
Christmas before its time but by pre- 
paring us for the meaning and true 
message of Christmas. It is a patent 
fact, too true to be contradicted, that 
thoughtless, selfish people try to use 
the outer forms of Christmas for their 
own gain. Perhaps if they would be 
led to a genuine understanding of Ad- 
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‘quite 


vent, they might be ‘surprised what 
added joy Christmas would bring to 
them. In fact, even Christians do not 
always find themselves too well pre- 
pared for Christmas because they have 
not made a profitable use of Advent. 
Yo help us do just that, is the purpose 
of this topic. 


Advent and the Scriptures 


In the first place, let us try to think 
of the world before the coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world. That 
might be a bit difficult to do as we 
are so accustomed to the privileges that 


Christianity has given us. 


It is worth the try. Just imagine what 
your community would be like with 
every trace of Christianity removed 
There would be no New Testament, 
no cross on your church, most of the 
hymns would be removed from the 
hymnal and those remaining mutilated 
beyond recognition. The message of 
the gospel would not be heard from 
the pulpit. There would be no Sacra- 
ments for there would have been no 
Christ to have instituted them. With 
that the heart would be taken out of 
all humanitarian endeavor. Life would 
be sorry indeed! 


The world was almost in a like con- 
dition before Christ's advent in the 
flesh. There was one important and 
significant difference. Through 
the Holy Spirit, God had given His 
people many precious promises. These 
we find recorded largely in the pro- 
phetical books of the Old Testament. 
These promises are like precious 
stones placed in a setting of gold. 
During Advent, Luther Leagues can 
profitably give considerable attention 
to these passages: 

Some Bibles have the prophetic pas- 
sages marked in red throughout the 
Old Testament with all the words of 
Jesus likewise in red in the New Testa- 
ment. Of course, this is a printer’s 
device and must be used with some 
caution. It is possible that some pas- 
sages in the Old Testament might not 
be properly prophetic in the Messianic 
sense—that is referring to the Christ 
Who is to come. On the other hand, a 
Bible of this kind would be an easy 
way to select passages suitable for 
reading and study. There are other 
ways to find suitable passages. Your 
Pastor will lend a.helping. In any case, 
read the Old Testament prophecies 
during Advent! Study them! Learn to 
love them! 


Advent and Our Hymns 
The study of the scriptures is the 
best and most fruitful Advent study, 
but it is not the only one. Another 
approach to Advent is through the 
great Advent hymns. Do not neglect 
these. It is true that our present collec- 


tion of hymns (in both the Parish 
School Hymnal and The Common 
Service Book) .does not contain as 


many as we need, but the great ones 
are all there. They are not all well- 
known and are not sung often enough 
nor with the joy with which they 
should be sung. They are worthy of 
your careful consideration. 


A study of the Advent hymns can oc- 
cupy many happy hours. Some of the 
hymns have had interesting historical 
associations. Others are full of import- 
ant Scriptural references. It will be 
interesting to locate these references 
in the Bible. In fact, any one of the 
regular devotional meetings during the 
season could be devoted to the Advent 
hymns. It will be a worthwhile way 
of increasing knowledge and deepening 
faith. 


The Spirit of Advent Today 


Many persons who do not under- 
stand the real purpose of Advent use 
this season to sing hymns that defi- 
nitely and without doubt belong exclu- 
sively to the Christmas season. Luth- 
erans who appreciate the meaning of 
the Church Year ought to know better 
than this. It not only shows the lack 
of proper proportion, but it is likely 
to make Christmas an anticlimax. 


Let us, then, not anticipate Christ- 
mas the wrong way by our neglect of 
the Advent season. We dare not miss 
the significance of this important per- 
iod of the Church Year. To do this 
would be like cutting the roots away 
from our faith, and then the fruits 
of it would surely be destroyed. Make 
good use of Advent as a time for study 
and reflection. | 


The Church prescribes purple as the 
proper liturgical color for this season. 
That indicates it is a sober, solemn 
season. In the Middle Ages, Advent 
was a tempus clausum—a closed time. 
It was a time of soul searching, as the 
Epistle for the First Sunday in Advent 
clearly shows Romans 13:11-14). In 
many places and times, marriages were 
not to be solemnized at all during this 
period, and if they were, then the cere- 
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PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE—Continued 


For NOVEMBER 2 


(Continued from Page 15) 


ance towards God’s other children. He 
knew that love to God and love to 
man summed up all of the Law’s de- 
mands. 


How Paul Kept Account 


As a son and heir in God’s family, 
Paul did not feel he was free from ob- 
ligation. The debt of sin and guilt 
had been replaced by a debt of grati- 
tude and service. As God's free man 
he would work harder than he had 
toiled under the burden of sin and 
guilt. He could truly say: 

“T would not work my soul to save 

For that my Lord hath done, 

But I would work like any slave 

For love of God’s dear Son.” 

So Paul rationed his time and: tal- 
ents. All he had and all he was be- 
longed to God. There was no waste of 
the precious ointment of his loving 
service and devotion. Dedicated to God 
and then consecrated by God, he sought 
only God's will to know, God’s will to 
do, and God’s will to make known to 
all of His children. Since the time was 
so short, and the work so great, and 
the workers so few, Paul ever sought 
to let God have His own way with 
him; to be an empty vessel to be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and then to be 
poured out as an offering of love. 


Do We Follow Paul’s Example? 
(1) In keeping account of our time? 


So many of us put secondary things 
before the primary. We let “the good 
become the enemy of the best”. We 
do not “seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness’. We ask Christ 
to wait and often 
alone and spiritually bankrupt, with 
death at the door. We have no free 
time for idle pleasures or useless prof- 
its or worldly advancements until we 
have done the work God has given us 
to do. The Morning Watch or Quiet 
Hour, the Family Altar, the regular 
work and worship in the church, or the 
church societies, Personal Evangelism 
—all these have a priority established 
by God for His glory and our own 
good. Many young people spend ten 
hours in light and even harmful read- 
ing, or in the movie theater, and have 
not one hour for devotional Bible 
study and prayer. Such will not render 
to God an acceptable account. 

(2) In 
money? 


keeping account of our 

Money is a measure of value, a me- 
dium of exchange. It represents our 
daily toil and productive power. Since 
we belong to God by creation, by pres- 
ervation, by redemption, and by our 


Twenty 


we find ourselves | 


own free consent, we have no money 
of our own. We owe it. We must, as 
stewards of God, give Him our direct 
service, or the money which we earned 
on God’s time. Every Luther Leaguer 
should budget his or her income, and 
set aside first, the portion due to God. 
Whether we follow the Old Testa- 
ment’s rule of the tithe, or give as Paul 
directs, regularly and freely as we are 
prospered by God, we should fix a cer- 
tain share as our dues and our gift to 
God, and truly regard our offerings as 
a real and important part of our wor- 
ship. The Jew came to the Temple 
with an offering of at least one-tenth. 
Some of us may well give more—and 
some perhaps less. But we surely will 
rob ourselves if we seek to rob God of 
His dues. 


(3) In keeping account of our deeds 
of serving love? 

Paul remembered well and sometimes 
referred, in self-defense, to his labors 
and sacrifices, and sufferings for Christ 
and for men. We might well follow the 
Boy Scout Rule of at least one good 
deed a day for Christ and some other 
one of God’s children. We_ should 
count that day as lost, if at its close 
we can recall no word or deed which 
would mark us as followers and dis- 
ciples of Him “Who went about doing 
good” and “left us an example that we 
should follow His steps’. Too often 
we are inclined to let wishful thinking 
take the place of definite action. Prof. 
Wm. James tells us that good resolu- 
tions and emotions that do not lead to 


right actions are not only useless, they 


are positively injurious to our moral 
natures. So many would substitute 
right beliefs and good intentions for 
good character and action. 


Rudyard Kipling’s character, Tom- 
linson, when asked by both St. Peter 
and Satan why he should enter Heaven 
or Hell, replied that he had a friend 
on earth who would answer for him 
were he present. Also this he read in 
a book, and that was,told to him. But 
Peter cried, “Ye have read, ye have 
heard, ye have thought, but answer, 
What have ye done?” Tomlinson was 
denied place in Heaven and Hell be- 
cause he was a mere negation, a human 
cipher. It was not without reason that 
the history of the early Church is called 
“The Acts of the Apostles”. Paul was 
the great expounder of the doctrine of 
Justification by Faith. Yet he declared 
that in works he was not inferior to 
any of the other apostles. 


The Certainty of the 
Final Accounting 


No fact is more clearly stated in 
God’s Word than the Day of Judg- 
ment. Even in this life our past often 


rises to rebuke or frighten us. As we 
sow, we are assured, we shall reap. 
The Books of God will be opened and 
we must answer for deeds done or left! 
undone. Life brings us to death and! 
death to resurrection, and resurrection | 
to the Great Assize, when we shall ap-. 
pear before God. God help us here and| 
now to choose as our advocate God's: 
only Son, that He may say, “This soul! 
is mine. I redeemed him and he ac- 
cepted my salvation. I have paid the 
full amount of his debt. My blood has) 
blotted out the record of his sins. He: 
is free.” 


@ Quotable Quotes 


Original talks may be 
of the following: 

We are so apt to see the mote in our’ 
brother’s eye. If we should begin to clean up) 
our own life, we would have little time or will | 
to criticize others. 

When the city fathers of Philadelphia could 
find no available means or money to make and | 
keep the city clean, Benjamin Franklin sug- 
gested that each citizen be made_ responsible 
for the area in front of his own house. This ; 
method proved successful. 


illustrated with any 


* * * 


Though we do our best, we will still fall | 
short in our account with God. God knew this ; 
and provided a means of complete satisfaction | 
of all demands. 


An officer in the army of Frederick the 
Great had become deeply involved in debt! 
through gambling. To him it was a debt of / 


honor and must be paid. He made a list of his ; 
debts and then in despair wrote at the bottom, , 
who will pay all this? Worn and weary he 
then fell asleep. The Emperor, making a late : 
circuit of the camp, saw a light burning, con- 
trary to the rules. He entered the tent, saw 
the list of debts, and without waking the off- 
cer, wrote, ‘‘Frederick will pay all’. So let! 
us be assured that Christ will pay our debt. . 
But let us never increase it by negligence or’ 
conscious sin, but do our best and leave the 
rest to Him. * > 
On the tomb of Edward the Good is the 

epitaph: 

What we gave—we have, 

What we spent—we had, 

What we left—we lose. 


Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet 
they grind exceeding small, 

Though with patience He stands waiting, 
with exactness grinds He all. 


* * * 


An infidel whose farm adjoined that of | 
Frederick von Logan, a faithful Christian, wrote » 
to the village paper for the correspondent’s 
column, ‘‘My neighbor worships and prays tec | 
God and tries to carry- out the rules of religion 
as given in the Bible. I neither believe in a 
God nor pray to Him. Yet my crops are. 
gathered and are rather better than my neigh- 
bors. Does this not prove there is no God? 
Or at least, that God is not concerned about us 
poor mortals? 


The editor’s comment was, ‘There is a God, | 
but God does not always settle His accounts 
with us in the month of October’’. 


* * * 


Judge Not: 

What looks to thy dim eyes a stain 

In God’s pure light may only be 

A scar brought from some well-won field 
Where thou wouldst only faint and yield. 


—Adelaide A. Proctor 


* * * 


We cannot escape the results of our actions 
—good or bad. As we sow, we shall reap. In 
the play, “Rip Van Winkle’, Rip has ‘sworn 
off’. But when asked to drink with a com- 
Panion he says, ‘‘Well, this time don’t count”. 
Prof. Wm. James comments, ‘‘He may not have 
counted it, but it is counted none the less, in 
his nerve. cells and fibers, the molecules are 
counting it, registering it, and storing it to be 
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used against 
comes”’, 


him when the next temptation 


® Questions for Discussion 


_Am eas careful to balance my account with 
God as I am with my worldly creditors? 


Do my expenditures for amusements and 
luxuries surpass my total dues and gifts to my 
God and His other children? 

_. Has my increased income been matched by a 
like increase in my benevolences? Does God 
have His proper share of my new prosperity? 

What real sacrifices have I made in this last 
year, in order to give more to God? 


Do I seek to inform myself about the various 
objects of our Church Benevolences, so I may 
judge as to their need and right to receive my 
sacrificial giving? 

Do I give the various authorized objects of 
our Lutheran Benevolences priority over other 
worthy, but outside causes? 

Do I buy things on the installment plan with 
heavy payments promised and yet refuse to 
make a pledge for church expenses and benevo- 
lences? 


Do I give as though I really believed that 
God will give me rewards many times the 
value of my gifts? 

Do I set aside a certain portion of my time 
and income, first for God, before I use time or 
money for myself? 


@ The Bible Speaks on Stewardship 


II Corinthians 8:1-5. It is easy to give to 
others what does not belong to us. So when 
we have truly given ourselves to God; our time, 
talents, and money are given naturally to God’s 
other children without thought of special sacri- 
fice or merit. 


I Chronicles 21:22-27. 
measure of value. We value things by the 
labor, sacrifice and money needed to gain 
them. Our immortal souls required that most 
precious thing in Heaven and on earth; the 
Life Blood of the Son of God. Only small and 
foolish souls will offer God the “small change” 
of their time, talents, service and money. Our 
gifts to God will show how much real faith and 
sincerity are contained in our prayers. 


Cost is usually a 


\ 

II Kings 7:8, 9. These outcast lepers were 
truly wise and kind. They felt their real rela- 
tion to the remaining citizens of Samaria, 
though separated by their disease. They real- 
ized what Paul discloses in today’s lesson—that 
“none of us liveth to himself and none dieth 
to himself’. We rise or fall, we live or die, 
we win or lose, in common. We are bound as 
true sharers of God’s bounty, to bring to others 
what God has placed in our hands. 


Matthew 22:15-22. Our Lord clearly teaches 
that while man can never pay his debt to God, 
he must make a “token payment”. He must 
show himself ready to offer his all to and for 
The Christ Who gave all for mankind. An 
honest man will not evade his just dues to 
men, to the state, and above all, to God. 


Acts 20:32-35. Paul’s life was saved and 
sweet and joyful, because he held back noth- 
ing, but gave himself fully and freely for all. 
He had learned the secret of his Lord’s joy 
and peace as shown in His Life, and expressed 
in this revealing sentence of His. The Life that 
only receives and never gives will become like 
the Dead Sea, which receiving the sweet waters 
of the Jordan, but having no outlet, is bitter 
and salty and without life. 


Luke 16:1, 2. God entrusts to us His wealth 
of material and spiritual blessings. They are 
ours to use and to increase, and to share, but 
not to neglect or abuse or waste, or steal: Jt 
we do not prove ourselves worthy and_ honest, 
we shall be deprived both of our office an:l 
of our possessions as happened to the unworthy 
servant who failed to make his one talent bring 
two talents by proper employment. 


Mark 12:41-44. The rich men displayed their 
gifts to the temple treasury so men might see 
and praise. But the poor widow sought to 
secretly slip in her pittance lest men might see 
and deride, or despise. But the all-seeing Eye 
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of God saw the self-seeking motives of the rich 
men, and the self-denying love of the widow 
and in each case, the verdict was made on the 
motive. God does not judge us by the size of 
our gifts, but by the size of the wealth we 
withhold. So none of us should feel afraid to 
hand in our acounts if our offering is made in 
the spirit of love and sacrifice. He will say, 
“She has done what she could’. May we never 
seek to do less than our best for God and our 
fellowmen. 


For NOVEMBER 9 


(Continued from Page 16) 


ing their thanks in some adequate 
fashion. 


2. Through the tithe, the Christian 
begins to think and see big. If God's 
work can be done with pittances, most 
people are likely to feel that it is in- 
signihcant work indeed. Actually, it is 
the greatest work in all the earth. The 
tithe expands our thinking, widens our 
vision, makes us plan greatly for the 
greatest of all tasks. 


3. The tithe leads to a more com- 
plete consecration of our total life 
and resources to Him from whom 
cometh every good and perfect gift. 
The tither seldom stops at one-tenth. 
Once one tithes, it becomes easy to 
do more and more. Many go on to 
sacrificial giving. “Whosoever would 
come after me, let him deny himself.” 


4. The tithe is testimony to the 
world that the Church does take its 
mission seriously. It should be no sur- 
prise that secular forces doubt the sin- 
cerity of Christians and Christianity. 
So often we say that we hold Christ 
and His Church first in our lives, but 
we put them last in our giving. The 
tithe puts them first. 


@® Here's More Help 


Holmes Rolston—Stewardship in the New Test- 
ament Church. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. $1.00. Page 19 ff. A great work on 
Christian stewardship. Every Christian work- 
er should own it. 

Dr. Herbert T. Weiskotten—-Man, What an 
Offer. “First Steps’’ tract, published and 
distributed free by the Stewardship Office 
of the United Lutheran Church, 231 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. An excel- 
lent leaflet. You may order enough for all 
members of your League. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer—Christian Tithing. Tract 
of 8 pages published by the United Stew- 
ardship Council, Hillsdale, Michigan. Small 
charge. Stimulating. 

Dr. William E. Lampe—The Christian Steward 
and the Tithe. Tract, six pages, Evangelical 
and Reformed Church, 1515 Race Street, 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. Another good discussion. 

Stewardship Bulletin—Published monthly by the 
United Lutheran Church. Free to all church 
leaders. The February, 1947, issue was de- 
voted to tithing. 


@ Fuel for the Forum 

Are we willing to consider this theme ser- 
iously and personally? 

What would this doubtless mean for each of 
us? 

Is tithing a common practice among Luth- 
erans? Why or why not? 

Among whom is it commonest? 

What is the difference between Jewish and 
Christian tithing? 


Is there a law of tithing applicable to every 
Christian? 


_ What is the goal for giving with the Chris- 
tian? (Discuss Stewardship Tract No. 5) 


@ Quotable Quotes 


“Generosity is a flexible. word. It can be 
stretched to a wide variety of meanings. So 
we need some sort of a standard by which 
to measure generosity. And here it is at the 
close ot the Old Testament: Malachi 3:10: 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse 
. . . and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open to you the windows 
of heaven and pour you out a blessing that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it.’’ 


The tithe was an Old Testament law re- 
quired of the Hebrews. But here, at the close 
of the Old Testament, looking forward to the 
New, it is changed from a law to a promise: 
Prove me—try me out—says God, and see if 
I will not keep my promise. 


To put it bluntly, could any man ask a more 
sporting proposition? God, who does not need 
to subject Himself to any man’s judgment, is 
willing to let you and me pass judgment on 
His fairness. And don’t you see His purpose? 
—to encourage us to try out that law of the 
spiritual realm which will enable us to tap 
the divine resources of His power. God awaits 
the opportunity to give in still larger measure 


than He ever has before as soon as we have 
demonstrated our confidence in Him and the 
genuineness of our generosity. 


This. verse in Malachi is God’s standing offer 
to each of us to invest in what Augustine called 
the City of God. 

—Dr. H. T. Weiskotten 
“Man, What an Offer” 


It is often claimed that those who tithe be- 
come wealthier as a result. This raises the ques- 
tion whether “it pays to tithe.’ God never 
promised to pay a man back. There is no justi- 
fication for expecting God to return anything 
material to a person who tithes. It is true, how- 
ever, that a tither is more careful with the 
nine-tenths that he has left and for which he 
recognizes a Stewardship than is the person 
who does not tithe. 

God does promise, and tithers throughout the 
ages have received, spiritual blessings beyond 
compare. There is joy in giving. When Jacob 
at Bethel became a tither he experienced great 
joy and said ‘Surely, the Lord is in this place 
and I knew it not.’ Tithers witness to such 
satisfaction in giving as they had never known 
before. The late Thomas Kane, who devoted 
almost forty years to distributing literature on 
tithing and probably did more to promote the 
tithe than any other man, often said ‘I have 
never seen a _ long-faced tither.’”’ Throughout 
the years, in Church papers and in millions of 
leaflets, he asked if anyone knew or had ever 
heard of a tither who was not happy and 
spiritually blessed because of the practice, but 
his question did not bring forth a single affirma- 
tive reply. 

—Dr. William E. Lampe, “‘The Chris- 
tian Steward and the Tithe” 


@ What the Bible Says 
14:18-20 
Leviticus 27:30, 32 
Numbers 18:20, 21 
Malachi 3:8-10 
Luke 18:12 
Matthew 23:23 


Make PTL Day 
December 14, 1947 


Mean Something _ 
In Your League 


Mau Youl 


T wenty-one 


Genesis 
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Budget : Total 
Board or Agency Receipts Allocation ; for seer 
iNanenrcehi IVECO OMG 45946,0560050 708 $ 536,250 $174,000 $ 710,250 
HonelemeMaissionsy is aceaeram cua: 438,750 123,000 561,750 
Ridieatioge ete te ee ek 142,500 40,500 183,000 
Social INMAISSIONG eee ee eer ee: 30,000 5,000 oo) 
Conscientious Objectors ....... : 16,586 16,986 
IPOS: oe INS ses canonssceasec 191,250 93,225 284,475 
Digexcormeds Ix0pbeGl: acompaseocnubons 45,000 13,000 56/000 
Payton, anal Syeveral! gooccos0nnconeocn 22,500 LM ayes 
National) cutheran Council. 2.45. 30,000 14,632 ue 2 
Stewaldshipi eee eka cee iinc 35,000 25,000 60,00 ) 
GonventionmMeservel nem ana Roe 20,000 ; 60,005 
ISSCAXCMINAD TBXoRNOL Gog onsocsanowans gee 63,750 17,395 81,145 
ANcimimistiativiemransre cece tect eee 44 300 ae) 
UNE IL GEVEIKO ah osadotocbu sauues 4,250 4,250) 
ROL alle tar SOS REE eee acu Eee $1,555,000 $578,192 $2,133,192 
Dr. Stine: Is that the total for the For NOVEMBER 93 
Luther League? 


Mr. Beisler: No, that’s just the ex- 
tra allocation. It’s regular allotment is 
included under administrative expense. 
So is the Children of the Church bud- 
get, the expenses for the Lund conven- 
tion of Lutheran World Federation, 
the American Bible Society, and other 
similar amounts. 


Dr. Foelsch: What is the extra 
amount under Stewardship office? 
Mr. Stackel: That's necessary be- 


cause we are planning a special effort 
to double our 1948 U.L.C. A. income, 
—from $2,750,000 to $5,500,000. The 
convention asked to double the goal. 
It also asked that a good Stewardship 
moving picture be made. This is to 
take care of that. 


Mr. Beisler: 1948 can be the year of 
greatest advance in the history of the 
United Lutheran Church. It must be 
done. The demands upon the Church 
—reasonable, legitimate, bare-bone de- 
mands—are three times our present 
resources. Gentlemen, we simply must 
do it. 


Dr. Fry: Double the U. L.C. A. Ale 
portionment is an exciting goal for 
1948. It is completely within our new 
reach—if we stretch. 


© Supplementary Material 


1, 1947 Yearbook of the United Lutheran 
Church, Publication House, 1228 Spruce St., 
Philadelphia. 35 cents. Your pastor may have 
copies in his study or office. Contains 1947, 
1948, and 1949 budgets, and summary of ac- 
tions taken at the Cleveland convention. 


2. Stewardship. Monthly bulletin published 
by U.L. C. A. stewardship office, 231 Madison 
Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. Free. The Jan- 
uary, 1947 number contains information con- 
cerning the 1948 objective. The March, 1947, 
issue contains detailed analyses of the 1946 
giving of our synods. 


3. Write the stewardship secretary of your 
synod for details of its budget. 


Tweaty-two 


(Continued from Page 18) 


God's readiness to forgive our sins 
and to guide us in amending our ways. 


Abraham Lincoln 


In 1862 Abraham Lincoln issued the 
following Thanksgiving Proclamation: 


“It has pleased Almighty God to 
vouchsafe signal victories to the land 
and naval forces engaged in suppress- 
ing internal rebellion, and at the same 
time to avert from our country the 
dangers of foreign intervention and in- 
vasion. 


“It is therefore recommended to the 
people of the United States that at 
the next weekly assemblages in their 
accustomed places of public worship 
which shall occur after notice of this 
proclamation is received they especially 
acknowledge and render thanks to our 
Heavenly Father for these inestimable 
blessings, that they then and there im- 
plore spiritual consolation in behalf 
of all who have been brought into af- 
fliction by the casualties and calamities 
of sedition and civil war, and that they 
reverently invoke the divine guidance 
of our national councils, to the end 
that they may speedily result in the 
restoration of peace, harmony and un- 
itv throughout our borders and hasten 
the establishment of fraternal relations 
among all the countries of the earth.” 


Tn 1947, as we look over the wreck- 
age of a war-torn world, it is evident 
that we in America have much to be 
thankful for. But truly we cannot bow 
the knee to Almighty God in thanks- 
giving for our own blessings, unless 
at the same time we implore His di- 
vine help for suffering humanity 
throughout the world, and unless with 
resolution we do all that we can to 
ring relief and establish the reign of 
the Prince of Peace in all nations. 


Grover Cleveland 

In his first Thanksgiving Proclama- 
tion, in 1885, Grover Cleveland adds 
a wholesome note with regard to the 
social well-being of our nation. He 
says: 

“Let there also be on the day thus 
set apart a reunion of families, sancti- 
fied and chastened by tender memories 
and associations; and let the social 
intercourse of friends, with pleasant 
reminiscence, renew the ties of affec- 
tion and strengthen the bonds of 
kindly feeling. 

“And let us by no means forget, 
while we give thanks and enjoy the 
comforts which have crowned our lives, 
that truly grateful hearts are much in- 
clined to charity, and that a kind and 
thoughtful remembrance of the poor 
will double the pleasure of our con- 
dition and render our praise and 
thanksgiving more acceptable in the 
sight of the Lord’ 


Quite evidently President Cleveland 
had shared in his youth the new social 
consciousness which had found classi- 
cal expression in the works of Charles 
Dickens. The happy gathering of fam- 
ilies and friends was nothing new. But 
the fact that the fellowship of such 
reunions could be enriched and made 
more joyous by thoughtful considera- 
tion of the poor was the accent of the 
new era. 


What shall we be thankful for in 
1947? Let us remember that every 
valued institution in our American way 
of life centers in the home with its 
affections and associations. Good gov- 
ernment, peace and plenty, the chas- 
tening, inspiriting values of religion 
—all have their firm foundations in the 
home. Let us give thanks for our 
homes, pray earnestly for their preser- 
vation, and set aside every temptation 
to neglect or mar the joyous fellowship 
of our families and wholesome friends. 


@ What Do You Think? 


How do the blessings for which we give 
thanks compare with those enjoyed by Amer- 
icans in the days, respectively, of the four 
Presidents mentioned in our topic discussion? 

To what extent have improvements in our 
material standards of living resulted in the 
lowering of our spiritual standards? 

What is the cause of a large increase in the 
percentage of Americans who are connected with 
no church? 

_ To what extent have night clubs and drink- 
ing parties destroyed the religious fervor of 
our people? 

Are American people on Thanksgiving Day 
more interested in football games, or in giving 
thanks to God for His blessings ? 

When we sing, ‘God Bless America,”’ can 
we expect such an answer to our prayer as 
we should like, if we put God in second place? 

Ii we ask the question, What shall we be 
thankful for in 1948, 1949, and 1950? does the 
answer depend more on whether God is willing 
to bestow His blessings, or on whether we are 
ready properly and thankfully to receive them? 
_ What are the most significant gifts of God 
for which we should be thankful in 1947? 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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Apportionment 
Quota Paid 
Northern California .. $200.00 
Southern California .. 199.00 $145.00 
Canaidaite ned. .nte acest 850.00 425.00 
Columbia District .... 90.00 
Connecticut aa... 120.00 (3) 120.00 
BilOricas yar rote. fcc 0e 105.00 
Georgia-Alabama .... 255.00 74.03 
WDE Songer meee 660.00 (1) 754.64 
idan wren ion ne ante ST oo.00 200.00 
KOwar act oren lors soon BOHOL) 
Kansas) <- me 260.00) 130.00 
Kentucky- Tennessee 225.00 175,00 
Wien,  apecodeecae 75.00 ; 
INNER AE KOI” Vora oe ae ce 900.00 546.04 
Michiganiare. cerasmrree 315.00 
Mines iue.sainie nersre, ie 390.09 (5) 407.60 
WibboesANoVe Aa aae noon 315.00 16.80 
MSSISSIP Pile acres onc 35.00 6.25 
Miomtanaten eee we oe 50.00 25.00 
Nebraska's ic 'ecctusa 28 250.00 (4) 298.89 
New Jersey SIERRA ENA 525.00 259.25 
News Work eke nn. 980.00 353.93 
North’ @aroiina 245... 2100.00 1400.00 
Ohio sasaee mace 1095.00 319.04 
Pacific Northw QS, icysaee 90.00 
Central Pennsylvania . 910.00 (2) 910.00 
Ministerium otf Penna. 2800.00 605.01 
IBiseslykegelel Eaosoo nhs 900.00 450.00 
aay Mountain ..... 75.00 56.75 
South Carolina ...... 900.00 (6) 900.00 
Texas BOR mtd EOS ese A 225.00 160.55 
VU ET: ee piamon po ob 690.00 (7) 690.00 
Wiest Wargimial Wi. 120.00 82.80 
WiiSComsine mm tes eines 330.00 85.00 
Alberta, Canada 2 scince 
Buerto: Rico, S.jccniea- 
British) (Guiana eee: 
SP ECA alae rerafeyane cdots 
$9596. 38 


SPECIAL GIFTS FUND, Sapa 1947 


MARYLAND 
1947 Maryland Convention 
Luther Place Memorial Church 
Luther League and Sunday School 
Washington, D. C. 
MEMORIALS 
SAM Ji KENNEDY 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League, Syracuse, N. Y. 
SHARON LEE WELCH 
Memorialized by 
Luther League of Ohio 
MRS. ANNA FREASE 
Memorialized by 
Luther League of America 
Office Personnel 
Jm. J. Ducker and Family 
Luther League of Ohio 
SERVICEMEN OF WORLD WAR II 
Memorialized by 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
Convention at Pottsville, Pa. 
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Special Gifts Missionary 


Anniversary 
Fund Quota ; Paid Quota Paid 
$ 25.00 > 45.00 (13) $ 105.00 $ 125.00 $ 113.30 
10.00 100.00 ( 3) 100.00 200.00 * 200.00 
46.00 4 30.00 (14) 440.80 1100.00 1312.70 
5.00 100.00 16.25 
ts 45.00 35.10 225.00 39.3 
5.00 55.00 ( 2) $2.44 200.00 37.68 
18.00 125,00 82,92 325.00 360.06 
2 SLSR CC 7/9) 1042.70 900.00 988.2 
5.00 190.00 ( 9) 311.68 425.00 355.17 
» 275.00 475.00 475.00 
10.00 130.00 issn 500.00 503.00 
115.00 (10) 115.00 250.00 250.00 
°. 40.00 (16) 76.86 102.50 
78.64 450.00 $18.29 975.00 978.00 
13.68 160.00 (19) 161.85 325.00 227.45 
5.00 210.00 (18) 213.58 575 382.62 
200.00 70.00 205.00 
25.00 13.30 60.78 
7 20.00 
52.00 125.00 (11) 225.18 350. 00 100.00 
y < 260.00 (€ 6) 365.10 775.00 900.57 
75.00 525:00 ( 8) 658.38 1200.00 1299.13 
479.00 1000.00 ( 5) 1105.94 2950.00 1746.04 
20.00 700.00 362.42 1500.00 1000.00 
45.00 100.00 
15.00 500.00 ( 4) 755.75 1900.00 1350.00 
84.00 1400.00 607.06 4450.00 3332.87 
20.00 520.00 101.05 1250.00 1250.00 
40.00 (17) 47.00 75.00 124.85 
20.00 275.00 (12) 482.13 1150.00 1231.09 
15.00 LZOL00 8G 1) 225.53 175.00 255.85 
345.00 57.24 1050.00 1093.03 
PSO) (O'S) 76.34 175.00 153.00 
180.00 115.00 500.00 280.00 
= 80.00 
30.00 3.00 
$1026. 32° $8471.15 $20, 806. 54 
January 25, 948 
SPECIAL SERVICE AND CLIP SHEET AVAILABLE 
AFTER DECEMBER 15TH FROM 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 SPRUCE STREET PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE—Continued 


For NOVEMBER 23 


(Continued from Page 22) 


What can Luther Leaguers do to help cure 
the ills of our present day and give us more 
reason to be thankful in the years to comes’ 


@ Light from the Book of Life 

Leviticus 11:1-8. This Hebrew law had a 
disciplinary purpose. If people of certain reli- 
gious groups today refuse to eat meat on Fri- 
day, it is not because it would have any dif- 
ferent effect on that day than on any other. 
It is simply a matter of religious discipline. 
It was for the same reason that the Hebrews 
were allowed to eat the flesh only of such 
animals as cattle and sheep. 


When the Christian 
in the time of the Apostles moved out into 
the Roman world, it was confronted with a 
different set of laws and customs. It became 
- a serious question as to whether the Greeks 
and Romans should have to change their eating 
habits before they became Christian. God settled 
the question for Peter in this vision. 


Acts 10:9-15. Church 


I Timothy 4:4, 5. Paul does not mean to 
suggest here that we eat poisonous mushrooms. 
He simply means .that there is no Christian 
law against eating anything that is a whole- 
some human diet. But he does indicate that we 
should recognize all good things as coming from 
God and be thankful for them. 


Philippians 4:5-8. The sixth verse indicates 
that we should not be so anxious to get what 
we want as to forget that we should be thankful 
for what we have. Peace of heart and mind 
are possible only to those who live with con- 
tentment and gratitude. 


Philemon 4-6. Here is an example of thanks- 
giving which has nothing to do with self. The 
Apostle Paul is thankful for the love and 
faith which he finds in others. When we ask 
ourselves what we should be thankful for in 
1947, we should not think of ourselves alone. 
Let’s remember and be thankful for the fact 
that there are today many heroic souls who 
are laboring with faith and love to bring the 
world to Christ. 


I John 3:14-18. The greatest thing in the 
world is such a spirit ar love as makes one 
willing to forget himself in his devotion to the 
service of God and his fellow men. We should 
be thankful that our Lord and Saviour has 
opened to us a life of love, and pray that He 
may so lead us that we may love ‘‘in deed 
and in truth.” 


For, NOVEMBER 30 


(Continued from Page 19) 

monies would be simple and without 
display. These things are cited here, 
to give something of the purpose and 
the tone of advent. If we live during 
this season according to the spirit of 
Advent, giving ourselves over to re- 
flection and study, Christmas will come 
to us with greater joy and richer 
meaning. 


®@ Questions for Discussion 


Do you think the point made in the topic 
by the writer that Christmas is likely to be 
an anticlimax is overdone? Do you rather be- 
lieve the Christmas spirit is intensified by 
Christmas displays in stores all through Advent? 
Is this true of the schools that present pre- 
Christmas services which contain only distinct- 
ively Christmas material? On the other hand, 
do you find the meaning of Christmas some- 


what dissipated because we have Christmas 
parties, read publicly the Christmas gospel, 
put up Christmas trees and decorations, sing 


almost tall the Christmas hymns from the be- 
ginning to the end of Advent? 


Among the Advent hymns in the Common 
Service Book is the “‘King of Chorales.’’ (This 
is numbered 5; the Queen is numbered 349.) 
Is this ‘“‘King’’ popular in your congregation? 
It is based somewhat on the parable of the 
Ten Virgins which is the Gospel for the last (or 
27th. Sunday after Trinity.) Do you find it hard 
to sing? Try singing it slowly and in unison. 
Will that make it easier? 


Is the first hymn in the Common Service 
Book a popular one in your church? It has 
grown within the memory of man to have a 
great appeal. Many would declare it objection- 
able because it seems to be in a minor key, It 
is often heard that hymns in minor keys are 
hard to sing. Do you think that hymns with 
minor tunes are especially suitable for Advent? 
Is is not possible that hymns of this type 
best express the spirit of the plaintive long- 
ing of God’s people for redemption and restora- 
tion's 

If you had been living before the coming of 
the Messiah, how would you have thought of 
His coming? What would have been His pro- 
gram, His purpose, His message? What would 
have been His attitude to man’s disobedience 


and sin? Read Browning’s poem Saul. Does 
this seem an adequatbe imaginative reconstruc- 
tion of how the pious and godly thought of 
the Messiah Who was to come? Do the follow- 
ing words express your views, do they repre- 
sent the Christ found in the Gospel? 
’Tis the weakness in strength that I cry for! 
My flesh that I seek 4 
In the Godhead! I seek and I find Oo 
Saul, it shall be 
A Face like my face that receives thee; 
A Man like to me , 
Thou shalt love and be loved by, forever: 
a Hand like this hand , 
Shall throw open the gates of new life to 
thee! See the Christ stand. 


it, 


@ An Advent “Quiz”’ 


(A copy of the Bible 
Book are necessary. 


1. Where in the Bible is the reference to “‘Rod 
of Jesse’? as found in Hymn 1, Stanza 2? 


2. Where the Bible is 
“Day Spring’ as found 
Stanza 3? 


3. Where in the Bible is the reference to 
“Emmanuel” as found in Hymn 1, 
Stanza 3? 


4. Who is the ‘Herald on Jordan’s bank’? 
(Hymn 2, Stanza 1.) What is Biblical 
reference? 


and Common Service 


the reference to 
in Hymn 1, 


in 


Where in the Bible is the reference ‘‘Daugh- 
ter of Zion’ as found in Hymn 4, 
Stanza 3? 


6. What parable is the basis for Hymn 5, 
Stanza 1? Where is it found? 


ian 


Hymn is based on what passage of Scrip- 
ture? This is the Gospel for what two 
Sundays in the Church Year? 


8. What Psalm is the basis for Hymn 7? 
9. Hymn 8 is based on what passage of the 


NI 


Bible? 
Answers 

1. Isaiah 11:1 

Z. st, Luke 1278 

BeelsaialaieeoL4. 

4. St. Luke 33 

5. Zachariah 9:9; St. Matthews 21:4, 5 

6. St. Matthew 25:1-13 

7. St. Matthew 21:1-9. First Sunday in Ad- 
vent and Palm Sunday 


wo 


Psalm 24 


9, Isaiah 40 


Luther League Room orine Merit Ghels>—Selemis For November 


For Young People 


For Intermediates 


PARTNERS OF POWDER HOLE 


By Robert Davis 
Holiday House—$2.00 


_ This is an adventure story. There is a great deal 
of exciting reading, including some mystery, about a 
lobster-fishing partnership on Cape Cod. 


For Seniors 


WHERE THE NEW WORLD BEGINS 


By James Reid 
Abingdon-Cokesbury—$2.00 


Significant texts from the Old and New Testaments 


THE WALL BETWEEN =k 


By Elsie Oakes Barber 
Macmillan—$2.75 


A story of a young pastor and his bride. He was 
called to a church in a part of the city which needed 
social rebuilding. The bride was from a home where 


comfort and luxury prevailed. The church took second 


place. The story unfolds the life of these two in a very 
interesting manner. The total situation draws the young 


woman into enthusiastic leadership in the social reform 
of the community. The experience through which they 


are interpreted clearly and in an interesting manner. 


There are fifty-four short discussions. 
lent devotional manual for individuals. 


It is an excel- 
There are at 


least twelve chapters which could be used for Luther 
League devotional meetings and discussion programs. 


Yes, you or your Lea 
least five books a year is al 


je 


ue may become a member of our Book-of-the-Month Club. 


you promise, 


on every one of these books that you purchase. 


iP Secure your membership card from The Luther League of America today ! “@ag 


Twenty-four : 


traveled caused “the wall between” to vanish. 


The purchase of at 


and you receive a 10 per cent discount on the publisher's price 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Koauoke (College 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 


SALEM, VIRGINIA 


_ Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration, 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


HARTWICK COLLEGE | 


The Lutheran College of the Catskills 
_(Co-educational) Founded 1928 
_ Registered as a four-year college by the Regents of the 
University of the State of New York. 

Located on Oyaron Hill, the College overlooks four con- 
verging valleys and the towering foothills of the Catskills, afford- 
ing a landscape of majestic grandeur. .... .... .... 1... «sc. 

Offering: Four-year programs leading to the A. B. and B.S. 
degrees, including liberal arts, teacher training, business adminis- 
tration, nursing and parish work. 

Pre-professional programs in law, medicine, theology, dentistry, 
medical techincianship and secretarial work. 

Special two-year program for church secretaries. | 

12-week Summer Session begins June 10. First semester 
1946-’47 begins September 17. For literature, address: 
President, Henry J. Arnold Oneonta, New York 


One Hundred Years Ago 


_ Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal educa- 
tion in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a_ superior 
Preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


} Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


Wittenberg College 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Gettysbury College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 

Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Newberry College 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
“A Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama 
and Florida Synods 


Academically accredited; educationally efficient; 
spiritually sound 


For catalogue write: 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 


Min 


First two years of college work 
Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 


Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


Last two years of high school work 


Happy home-like atmosphere, strong religious 
training, careful social development. 


Situated in the “land of the sky” in Southwestern 
Virginia. 
For Information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


Here Js Happiness! 


In a fully dedicated Christian life 
In a church school leading to a college degree 
In professionalized training for every Christian service 


In the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses 


Offer 
® Spiritual development 
® Collegiate instruction 
@ Professionalized training 
® Variety of opportunity 
@® Service in the Church 
@® Joyful satisfaction 


For Information Please Write 
SISTER MILDRED WINTER, Field Secretary 


713 Muhlenberg Building 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


1228 Spruce Street 


| 
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Illustration shows book-clip to 
match and the method of attach- 
ing to book. Fine grade of silk 
cord is used for connecting the 
book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on 
edges. 


Two kinds of metal, solid cop- 
per and nickle silver are avail- 
able. Both are beautiful. Choice 
can be indicated, but we will ship 
the book-mark that is available 
should the supply ot one metal be 
exhausted at time the order is re- 


ceived. 


apa 


ORDER EARLY 


(Supply Limited) 


An 
Inexpensive TWO STYLES 
Gift as follows: 


SLOPING CROSS 
Book Mark Number 100 


aF 


STRAIGHT CROSS 
Book Mark Number 105 


li 


IHS Blind Stamped on 
Either Style 


Ti 


Attractively Packed in Special 
Folder with Envelopes 
for Presentation 


a5 


Orders Filled At Once 


ap 


Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 
As Stock Is Limited 


Illustration Actual Size 


Price, 35c each or Three for a $1.00 


Designs May Be Assorted 


Remittance in Full Must Accompany Orders 


For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


